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T's very probable that ſore perſons, as ſoorm as they 
caſt their Eyes on the Title Page of this Paper, may 
contewin it for the ſmallneſs of the Bulk and Price, 
and never trouble themſelves to look any further, or 

' examin whether the Author talk Truth or Reaſon; or 

if they ſhould go nearer, and dip into the Book, immedi- 

ately throw it away again, as ſoon as they diſcover any thing 

there contrary to any of their own darling Sentiments or O- 

pinions, tho like it well enough when it only blames another's : 

To the latter of theſe, if all are but of this mind, the Au- 
thor deſires no fairer acknowledgment of his being in the 
right 5 but yet 'would entreat whoever finds himſelf COM- 
cerned, to be no more angry when he reads it , than he was 
when he wrote it, but as becomes a wile and an honeſt Mar, 
to conſider fairly and impartially toe Truth of the Fact which 
he ad-1anses, ane the Juſtneſs of the conſequences he draws 

from it : For the former obje4;on, the Author is ſo far from 
being mornfied at it, that he rather wiſhes both Price and 

Bulk were leſs than they are hike to be, ſence thereby this Pa- 
per would come into more hands, and be of more general uſe. 
The only objeFion that ſecms to deſerve an Anſwer is, that 
one of no Narie ſhon!d be ſo bold to graſp at jo great a Sub- 
ject, which may perhaps lufter by his weak way of manage- 
ment. But to this it may be anſwered, that fence there gye * 

Jo many\ittle Nameleſs Fellows, whe without any reſpect y- 
ther to their own Strength, or Modeſty, or Jultice, 4 
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and affront the moſt venerable and 

OE = £4 the World, 1nd ſme theſe 

haps the Notice of the - 

rr oy Fen —_ tot 55a it may not be amiſs to 

/ ay eaſe a matter it is even for one who owns himſelf 

he meaneſt rank and merit in the Church, to anſwer the 

ble tho popular Objections of its impotent Adverſaries, 

by Fatt to repel Fat, and in « few pages to advance more than. 
they can ever get clear of, in 7ts juſt Vindication. 
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CLERGY.® 


Aving a deſign, as it becomes every honef Aſan, to do 

all the Service I can to that Church of which I am a 
Member, and in order thereunto, to give a clear ard - 

breif anſwer to the moſt plauſible and common objettions 

which by ſeveral ſorts of people are made againſt her Clergy, 
I think it may be proper enough to begin with. this rr4e and 
ſtrange obſervation, that as Pilor and Herdd-were made Friends when 
they ated againſt the Head of the Churth, ſo are thoſe who ſac- 
ceed in their enmity,when they aG againſt the Body,or any mem- 
bers of it. For let the place, Or cauſe, or pretence be what or- 
where it will, let but any thing be ſtarted to the derriment of the 
Clergy in general, or ſome one particular perſon, you ſhall ſec 
all the Parties who were before at Daggers drawing with one an- 
other, immediately very good Friends, and conjured as cloſe as 
poſlible againſt ne they think their common Enemy. Jacobite and: 
Repulican, SeQtary and Atheiſt, One and Al, as fon as' 
the words given, al! hands to work, to pull the Parſons GApn 0- 
ver his Ears, and well if he eſcapes ſo too from their hauyds. 
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\, But ſince 'tis not poſſible, nor ſcarce worth the while, to be pre- 
 ſentatevery Club or Coffee-Houſe, where this makes up the great- 


eſt part Of the Entertainment;and belides,the Speakers there are gene- 
rally t90 full of themſelves, and the Stream runs too frong to admit of 
any oppoſition ; this way may be more proper to take to task the 
main of what they urge againſt that ſacred Order, tho many of 
the Objeftors will be found no. more oppoſite to Trath than 
they are to one another ; to all of which this Paper ſhall be a 


_ ſilent Reproof,, if perhaps in thoſe publick places it lies before 


*em, and it- they would but bg.at the pains to take it up ard 
read it, they would-there find an 4ffwer to their Cavils, and 
ſ:ch matter of Fatt againſt themſelves, as they would not eaſily 
be able to Anſwer. > 

And firſt, for the Jacobites, thoſe we mean who are Aire, 
and make a Schbi/y# both in onkeh and State, not the Paſſive who 
continue in our Commmion, and tho they tan t cars ith the 
Stare themſelves, yet behave eine hdge 4 MN oe cen» 


ſure others. Forthoſe who. make a Schiſ»:, what wonder if they 


have a Schiſm-tical Spirit, and revile and bitterly reproach who- 
ſoever are of berrer remper Than themſelves? With thefe we are 
all Apoſtates and Infidels, and as verily damwd as if we were 


| Circumcis'd, Weare guilty of a zyorrs! ſin, becauſe we did not 


* 


fight for thoſe that would have cutzoyr Throats, thatdared nor, 
or would not fight for chemſelves, becauſe we went not to Fe- 
verſham and laid wiolwt Hands on King "Tames when going ro 
France, to keep him, by, main force from leaving us, after he 
both ini word and writing had;commanded all thoſe who conſulg- 
e:1 him . to.g0 and ſuhjnit-to the then Prince, without any reſewe 
to hiniſelf of future Obedience. - After this> the Clergy as well 
as-all England readily. took the Oaths to thoſe who alone cowd 
then prorect em, their preſent, Majeſties, when. thoroughly, ſexrled 


in the Throne, by the cagſent of the Eſtates of the,Realm.; and 
'for this they -mpſt- have 4honged their Principles, if: you'll believe 


theſe their gocd Friends, ' and denyed whoje, Chriſtianity, 1o.that, 
were.it not-tor their. Worthy ſelves, there. would, not now be 
Fzith found in England. All the Arguments drawn from Reſon, 
Neceſſity, Scripture, the conſent of the Natian, and..the great. Law, 
of Nature, T0 vindicate the Clergy In taking the Oaghs, are nothing, 
with them but Improvements on Parſons, ,Jeſyitical or Popiſh, 
Evaſions, | nothing at all of the Do@rine or "Practice of the 
Church England :. And when the Convocation Book is brought 
againſifem, ſo plain that 'tis impoſſible to eſcape the force of 
Js either a Convocation does nor know the mearjng 05 the 
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Church of Enghend,or we are not tofollow themif they do; no, not 
ſo much as Communicate with any that do ſo, but they muſt beto 


_usas Heathenmen,and Publicans, They'll fay,theſe are old bulineſles 


repeated a hundred times over : but why then are they never 
the better for them, tho they cant anſwer them, but grow ſtil] 
more full of rancor and malice, and birtterne/s againſt their lawtal 
Governors, or thoſe who live quietly and peacedbly under them, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. But ſtill the Clergy have changed their 
Þzinciples , ſuppoſing this true, as propoſed at large, *tis no 
diſgrace, but may be an Honour : To leave miſtaken Principles, ( or 
rather overſtraining ſuch as are rrae ) as tis very difficalr, fo tis 
very commendable, unleſs theſe Gentlemen are of that Mahomeran 
Xings mind, who would not turn Chriſtian, becauſe it wouls ar- 
gue Levity, to quit an opinion he had been born and bred in, 
and was angry with St. Pax! for that very Reaſon, Again, 
why al the clamoy againſt them, as if they were the only men 
who had altred:their Judgments ? | One would think the Parlia- 
mezt had been all Clergymen,or elſe that none but ſuch had made the 
Oath:, and by their example converted all the Eſtates of the Realm, 
and ail the Gentlemen and Lawyers in England ;, whereas indeca 
they)only continue in their Srarjos, and did what became ther, 
and what Authority enjoyned them, as concluded in the grear 

Body of the Nation. | 
But there s a great deal more than this to be ſaid, both in | 
the Vindication of our Clergy, and juſt reproof of them- and 
theirs, whether we regard the Church or State. In order to 
which we would ask them theſe few Queſtions. Firſt, whether 
they own the Proteſtant Religion to be the true Religion ? ( Perhaps 
they think, as their now Friends do, that it is el Schiſmatical, 
as well as our Church). But: being ſo kind to them to ſuppoſe 
they yet own ſo much as that, I muſt deſire them to go on a 
little further, and __ their Memories with ſome paſſages which 
they are over-apt to forget. The ſecond queſtion is, whether 
the late King did not attally de/ign tO root out this rrne Religion 
in theſe Kingdoms, had he not gone a great length towards -it, 
and muſt not have arcompliſhed it, had he not been prevented, 
when ,there was hardly' more time left than in the leſs miſ- 
chievous old Popiſh Powder-Treaſon? Perhaps * theſe Wierygood- 
narured Perſons have clearly forgot there was any ſuch thing as 
Magdalen-College-caſe, or any Biſhops in the Tower, or any Maſs- 
houſe: erected, or any cl:ſerting, and'canvaſſing ; or think nowſthat 
all theſe were very innocent prattices, and nothing eith} of 
Fopery or Slavery all the while intended. If they do, we Gt. 
» help > 


_ 
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(6) 
'help it, only deſire 'em not to be angry with us for having ber- 
rer Memories: But if all this be not enough to convince them, 
what think they of their late Kings own Hand,writing., and that 
to his Holineſs too. Juſtice to Infallibility'( both alike..) See his 
Letter extracted out of the Regiſter taken at Dublin, which none 
of the Party that we know of, did ever yet dexy or objett againſt, 
Read it your ſelves (if you yet believe yourEyes)and ce whether 
theſe very words are not. in it. We do not diſown, but that"to brin 
back the Catholick Faith, Not Only in our rh:ge aingdoms. but 
over all the diſperſed Colonys of our Subjefts in America, was our 
determination. You muft overlook a little Nonſence, and throw 
it-on ſome Jriſh Secretary here, who talks of bringing that back 
into all the Colonys of America, which as to the very moſt of 
them, was never there, However what*tis brought for, is plain, 
'that King James had made ſuch a determination. 

A 34. Queſtion Ple ask them is, Whether the ſame late unfor- 
tunatePrince is ſince that timeany ways altered in his Judgment and 
Reſolution as to thoſe matters ?'whether hes off of convertins his 
three Kingdoms, and would let us now in Peace enjoy our own 
Religion, ſhonld we be ſo kind as to let him come back again-and 
Tecover three Kingdoms, with as much <eaſe as he loſt them ? 
LIndonbtedly thoſe who are his Friends, and yet hant quite 
left their Religion , are of that mind, and that ſhouldhe return, 
he'd be very good for the future, and delire no more than a 
Toleration of fis own Conſcience, leaving us to ours: But whe- 

ther or no they are deceived mayſbe ſeen by the Treatment which 
*} thoſe Froreſtants who went with him found at Paris, who could 


not by any means obtain a Chappel there for the exerciſe of their | 


Rcligion, tho it was at that time ſo very neceſſary .in order to 
Aecerve us. But this was in France. What did he do in Ireland, 
where he was in his own Power ? We muſt have a care of be- 
leving the, teports of prejydiced perſons, Williamiriſh Biſhops, 
or of. wh er dignity og; deteae, tho Eye-witneſſes and aQtual 
Sufferers ifSthoſ&,C abamities. But fure we may ſtill -believe that 
Prince himſelf, leaſt when he tells what he has done againſt 
"us, -tho we are at-gyr liberty in what he promiſes to do for us , 


and ' he yn the fa 
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ter CT nay boaſts, That all 
the Vifics be bag. Wrained in lrelMd ( a... ſmall all, Sr. Patrick 
knows ) he had fi d to the advantage of Religion, 'and hoped 
very ſoon to ſee it there firmly etabliſfit. Bringing this aS.a proof 
tone Intention, tg&Kave reduced the Catholick Faith irÞy 


to hif three Kingdoms, and 4 it muſt be owned, a demonſtrative! 
of f arguing, and'as theL&tter fays, there needs no ether proof. 
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But what's this to Fygland ; Might not we have eyed our Rc- 
ligien, and the Scorch theirs, tho he had left the 1-3 to their 
own, and ſo been King of three Religions as well as thre2 K1g- 
aoms. No, nor even that ſmall hope remains, for he adds im- 
mediately after : Ar will it ſeem hard after We ſhall be reſtored, 
and may it never be till then, tho we know what weare to cx- 
pe&, unleſs any will ſay this Letter had any ſuch Heretical da 
tign as td impoſe upon 1»faliibility, and deceive the Pope himſelf, 
as. former aſſurances had done by the Proteſtants. 

From whence we hope ?tis pretty plain that King James had 
a reſolution to introduce Popery, and firmly ro eſtabliſh 18 in all 
his Dominions, conſequently to proſecute his old deſign, for 
which his fooliſh Secretary was Hang?®d, of rooting out the Ne;- 
thern Hereſies, which delign he has not yet alter'd. 

A 4th Queſtion Pd ask, ſhould be this, whether in all hnman 
probability he had not accompliſht this deſign, had he not been 
juſt then preverred? And whether it was not the then Prince of 
Orazge, our now molt gracious Soveraign, who did prevent it., 
who preſerved the true Religion, and delivered us from Pe- 
ry and Slavery ? This I m ſire is as clear as all the reſt, and no 
leſs clear, that without a Miracle there had heen no other way of 
Deliverance. And it mult be further granted that the Intereſt of 
the P:oreſtant Religion throughout the whole World is linkt roge- 
ther wita his and ors, not to add that of the Civil Liberties not 
only of England, but Europe. 

Now if this be true, as*tis all Fa#, and muſt be believed by 
all that don t believe Tranſubſtantiation ; then the Facobires have 
no other plea to excuſe themſelves and fault us, than -this, _ Thar 
better the true Religion ſd be deſtroyed and Popery firmly eſtabli- 
ſhed, -in England, Scotland, Ireland, al the Engliſh Domiinions, 
.all the World ; better ali Europe ſhould be aSlave to the French Ty- 

arny, than the Engliſh accept of a deliverer that God had ſent *em, 
and when they bad nothing left to proteft 'em, ſmear Allegiance rt9 
this Deliverer. 

Nay, Wravaf *tis after all caſie to prove that the Jacrbites do 
what is more th3 Ich an Oath as this, whi-s* we "*UNK 
may be made good -agal For "is cert9/4 the” do the 
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Prote&tion of the Government, pay Taxes, and yet Double too, 
( more than wedo) to d fend it againſt him they think their 
lawful Trince, and yet tho they grumble at Taxes, can find mo- 
ney enough helides, both to raiſe Contributions, and maintain 
Conre ticles, and theſe Taxes they all pay, except fome very 
tew of them, as appears freely, and volwmtarily, becauſe without 
Compulſion, withour Streſs and Levy, whereby they unavoidably 
own the Authority that l/evys it : Nay they do more, for they 
aQually ſue for Debts, and Eſtates, in Courts which they know 
A. Þy the ſame Authority, and in the names of their preſent 1/a- 
jeſties, and how they can do all this which is more than repeating 
a few words, tho never ſo ſolemn, and promiſing to doit; how | 
ſay, they can do theſe things with any conſiſtency to their own 
Principles, and right reaſon, and yet fall ont with our Clergy for 
doing no more, let they themſelves, if they know how, * give 
any tolerable anſwer, d 
Nor have we yet done with them, till we have had a few que- 
ſti-ns about the Church,as well as State,and the firſt is, Why they 
Separate from us?From the Body of the Clergy,and Church and Hol 
Offices;when they themſelves have ſo frequently and ſo ſeverly con- 
demn'd ſuch ſeparation ! That there's a Schiſaz they won't deny, 
in both /enſes, Fattton, and Separation. Converticle againft Church, 
and Altar againſt Altar. Nor can they deny that Schiſm is a 
greyous ſin, unleſs grown a Theologreal Scare-crow only, with them - 
- ,two, as well as others. This being granted, the next QueRti- 
on is, Where it lies? whether it is of their ſide or ours, with 
half a hundred, or a hundred, or 30000 ? Number they'l}} ſay 
migkes bur little weight in the Balance. of Conſcience Or Reaſon, and 
*is granted if taken ſingly ; but here are other ſtronger argu- 
* ments to back it, ant then tis conſiderable. What's the reaſon 
of. this Separation ? It is enough to clear them, and throw the 
' $: hi{m upon vs ! Do we propoſe any unlawful terms of Communion ? 
"But let them ow where they are, or what other 7erms. than be= 
Fore. Are-we miſt aken? are our Clergy oat in a matter of Poliricks ? 
Fg iS this to. them ? Do they think the Sgc-"s, or God's 


worn >nermlofe their efficecy by the,,ct rators fault or foll 
even 1up Sy In J w le el *. Buk they did once * th 
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Let's go further, have they the example of the late Reverend 
Archbiſhop to miſlead, or excuſe them, who to ſay nothing of his 
known Judgment againſt the late Kings coming back by 
French aſſiſtance, did, as they can't be ignorant of, continue in the 
Communion of the Church, and that, with thoſe of our Clergy, 
who have themſelves takenthe Oaths, nor was he -himſelt ever 
bot or furious in making Profelytes againſt them : Are any of you 
better or wiſer than He, or more /eared, or have you been more 
diſobliged, or what reaſon or ſhadow of reaſon can you give for 
breaking Communion at this rate, even with him him{elf, for rears 
ing and rending the Church of God, and all thoſe miſeries and in- 
conveniencies which you very well know are the unavoidable cor- 
ſequences of ſuch your ſeparation ? You bad not ſo mnch as him to 
pretend for your Head, you muſt own your ſelves Headleſs, as 
well as Schiſmatical, @unleſs you'll have Mr. D. in his room ). 
But what do Italk of &rchbiſhops, or Biſhops either, whea 't1s 
likely enough that ſome of their forward Precly:ers would be as 
bad as their words, and if the diſcontented Biſhops ſhould care 
them, would yet act without them. Tho indeed, how can ei- 
ther of them at when ſilenced by authority ? are not the Pre«by- 
ters at leaſt here more Schiſmatical and Refractory, even than 
the old Paritanical ſilenced 2tinifters, who ſubmitted when inhihi- 
ted their preaching, tho theſe will it ſeems own no ſuch authori- 
ty, they muſt not hide their Gifts, woe unto them if they do; 
the Church ſtands in great need of them, and many ſuch excu- 
ſes which they know who have uſed before them, tho they were 
never then accounted valid. , Beſides allthis, it were but fair 
if in the juſt Yizdicarion of the r:gular Clergy, weſhonld enquire 
what ſort of people are the chief Set?-nafters among the Non-Tarat:, 
whoſe Charafer would not art all credit their Cauſe. But this muſt 
be omitted whatſoever advantage it might give to the Argn- 
ment , left a Party quite contrary to: theſe ſhould charge onr 
Communion with all the faults we diſcover, in thoſe who were 
once of it, even tho now they have not le:t it, but hate ir, 45 
much as they themſelvcs can do. 


However thus much we mult take leave to add, that many of_ 


thoſe very perſons who were moſt remarkably forward two Reigns 
ſince, in Teizing and Vexingall whowere not of their opinion, 
who in the /a# Rejigz*were wonderfully'eager. and Byſie in aking 
off the Tef, in order to eſtabliſh the-Church of England, tha, 


eſt Reputation, arenow moſt ative and, lent againſtrh G $* 
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theſe her drifi.l Children would now fo fain turn her out oth 
Dons. ; 

But let their own Lives be what they will, you ſhall now 
and tien perhaps hear ſome of them very deeply cncerned 
tor that advantage which Arheiſz will gain, they tell you, by 
the preyarication of Clergy, fi. ce there are many who ſeeing 
them change Their principles, will conclude Religion is a Chear, 
and Prieſi-crafr from End to End. 

Now here it ſhowd be very fair, one would think to ask 
two or three*Queſtions before theſe perſons quite nbaptize 
themſ:lves, if they are not in very wonderful haſt to do it. 
The firſt, What conſequence they can find, for ſuch a concluſion 
2S this from the Clergies practice ? Why if they change their 
principles themſelves, they?ll ſay it's a ſign they dont themſelves 
believe a word of them, and if they dow believe them, why ſhould 
we ? But here are not aboye half a dozen Fallacies as dangerous as 
any Remc'or 11elt could urge, wrapt up 1n theſe few words. For 
firſt, ſuppoſing the Engliſh Clergy do change ſ-me of their 
Principles ( which yet we have already denyed, and ſhall further 
prove to the contrary ) does it hence follow they change all? 
The very utmolt that can hence be drawn or wreſted with any ſhow 
ft reaſon is that they may change others as well as what they 
ave already, and who knew not that before, ſince they are no 
more T1zfallible than other tolks. Again, whats a principle in Palie 
cies, In Law, out of their Sphere, to the principles of Religion, the 
great indiſputable poinrs of Faith and Life ? But ſtill to oblige 

"them, ſ#ppoſing. on that they had done all this, that all the Clergy 
who have taken the Oaths were what they are pleaſed to make 
.them, Mabomerans and Heathen, and believed none of the Articles , 
of the Chriſtian Faith (tho firſt, a new Creed muſt be made, with 
but two Articles int, Paſſive-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtante, ſtrained 
up to the utmoſt indefenſible heights, to which they have ever 
been carryed ), ſuppoling I fay all this, yet are not theſe very 
wiſe men tO argue'on, becauſe they are /»ſide!s, fo will we be too. 
Have they Rtill ſuch a dear Love for them as to be darn'd for 
their Compary, or do they indeed believe no ſuch thing as Dam- 
nation ? . Or are there none of their owz pretions party whoare ſtil] 
light to the Cauſe, and ſo-takt off the Ovjection ? Or are there 
no Cler2y in” the World beſides ours, or nd Clhiſtianity without 
the Clerzy (tho juſt before there was more in them ). See hut 
* what endleſs mazes, Error and Fatjion will lead men into, v here 
ould be weary of following them, were't not in hopes to bring 
mM Out again, Tho before 1 leave this Head I mult beg they'd 
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reſolve me this one thing, Why ſo many of their own party, too 
pious and good for the reſt of England, have turned publick Arhe- 
;/ts on this Revolution, or at leaſt pretend to be ſo ? Nay, what 
reaſon they can give that one of their greateſt and moſt z.calous pro- 
feſſors could find no fitter place t9 Earth in, than the Houſe of a 
notorious avowed Atheiſt, known for ſuch all over England ? Why 
their greateſt men keep correſpondence and write . A»y/folical 
Letters to ſuch as theſe ? ſtiling them, Brethren in the Lord, when 
they believe neither God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hel!, nor” fo | 
much as the common notion of- Good and Evil : Or is it the pure 
merit of being acobites that muſt attone for 6bla/pheming againſt 
all the 12 Articles, breaking all the Ten Commandments? Nor will 


it be-any better defence that they re j2noraxr of all this, than if 


enough for living in a zotorions Bardy-houſe, or keeping a conſtant 
and intimate corre/pondence with ſome noted Highwayman,afrter his 
marks and name have been in the Gaterre, Or Proclamation. Thoſe 
who are concerned know this Fatt to be true, and if they deny 
it, it may be caſily made appear to the World in a much broader 
manre”, Which is writ not to exaſperate, but make them impar- 
tially. relet, and ſee whether our Clergy Or theirs do moſt en- 
courage Athe;lm. 

Nor muſt the Athiift, or Enemy to the revealed Relidiin ( be- 
tween whom there is no great difference to be found, cither in 
diſcourſe or otherwiſe, as to their n9ti97s of, or real »-vorence for 
Almighty God ), they muſt not expect to have all their fooliſh 
ebjettions againſt the Clergy, crowded into this li tle Paper, be- 
cauſe tiey are bronght againſt common Chriſtianity. All I'd deſire 
is, that thoſe who are acquainted wi h any of theſe Gentlemen 
would obſerve them cloſe, and Pm miſtaken if they don t ſoon 
find, that gotwithſtanding all their clamours againſt the Cl7gy,and 
whoever pretends to follow or love them,gs Hypocrires, and Impo- 
ſturgs.on the Senſe and Reaſon of mankind, Sohiftica! argues, and 
what not; they will in themſelves I fay, diſcover that theſe very 
perſons who make the objetion have found the way to reconcile 
th&heighth of Aypecriſie,and the heighch of Debaxchery ; being for 
the [\moſt part as ;mmoral and fulſomly lewd as a degenerate Age, 
that does not puniſh them, a Devil whom they dow: helijeve, -or 
their own perverſe Inclinations, which they only follow, can maks 
them. And for their Pretences to Reaſoning, That never any 
Enthuſiaſt impoſed weaker and ſilliey Soph:ſms on the World, inſtead 
of Argument © Bur I ſhall leave theſe to Godt s Mercy on their P:- 
pentancr, after 1 have ehallengd ?em to ſhew a Guod Ihcr ant 
thronghly moral! Han, (though that's all they pretend to P Cl p CO! ho 
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Firmed Athei8 or Beif ; one that's truly modef and humble (which 
by their leaye is a part of morality) and Pl] promiſe immediately 
eo ſubſcribe my felt of their No-Kehgion 3 But we muſt not ex- 
pet any attempt fo fair trom any of their party. All che Senſe, 
Wit and Learning in the World, it brought to defend the great 
and excellent Truths of the Golpel, which according to the Con- 
fe(hon of thoſe among 'em, who had a thouſand times mote fenſe 
_ thanall their party that's lefr, did admirably tend ro produce both 
folitary and poiitical happineſs, it mult ſtil] be all Stzf, and Cant, 
and Ndnſence ; and by thole three powerful Words, for eyer fi. 
lenc'd and cftcftually anfwer'd : But on the contrary, any hodg- 
podg of Colle#ions or Quotations, enough ro fire a Dutch Commen- 
tator to gather, ot ſo much as to read over, any rabble of nauſeous 
objettions againſt thoſe ſacred Truths, thongh a thouſand times al- 
ready anſwer'd, muſt if chey pleaſe to eſpouic them, be immediate- 
ly no leſs than che Tripos of mankind, or the Oracles of Keaſon 3 
chough chey thercia commit fuci2 into/erable Blunders, beth in ar- 
gament and Chronology as a very School-boy would. be aſhamed 
of. Howeyer, this muſt confound al! the Til/orfons and Stil:ing- 
fleets, Burnets, and Cudworths, and Bentleys that ever liv'd, nor can 
they ever indeed forgive the C/ergy (any more than anſwer chem }) 
tor baying ſo often and with {uch cleanneſs of expreſhon,ſharpneſs 
of inyention and ſolid arguments meerly overthiown their dar- 
ling principles : though the beſt is, as moſt of chem are, an honeſt 
man would be proud of their 1//-word, as much as aan? of their 
-Commendation, ſince 1 never knew any of them tro whom that of 
Tertullian, concerning Nero on his perſecuting the Chriſtians would 
not exattly agree, Nor nifs grande aliquad bonum quod a Nerone 
damnatinm. 

Bur cnough of theſe, though it may*nt be amils to obſerve be- 
fore 1 leave *em, that there are Perſons of Arherftical principles in 
' ether'FaQtions of State, beſides that of the Jacobites, parricularly 

that Which appears molt oppoſite ro them ; and yet in two Things 
(as before hinted) they very well agree : Firſt, im their Enmyty to 
the Clergy, and unhand{ome T reatment of 'em ; and then in their 
own (art belt Sceptical) Principles. And one thing here 'ought 
not to be forgotten, that though .thele are of fo citterent and 
contrary Fa#ions in Government, the Jacobite can be good Friends 
with the Republican 2 or whatever he 1s, it they have hut the 
ſame No-Creed, though. he mortally hates chole who are tirmro 
Churgþ as well as State ; which {ces a fair Intzmation that «is 
not ft Difference of Political Principles, or Changing - Principles 
either ; that the controyerhie is between them, whatever the pre- 
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rence may be, but! the canlſe lies deeper, us indee] becauſe one” 
Befieves & God, and would fain make others do {o, and live ac- 
cordingly : the other either has poſitively perſuaded himlelt that he 
does not believe any luch Peing, or clic lives at random, and puts 
all ivch matters out of his Nead, as fat as his Conſcience and Rea- 
fon will give him leave to do tt. 

N Not but that *rwould be as uncharatable in Judgment, as falſe 
in Fa#, to affirm all thoſe perſons who don't love the Clergy, 
were inclin'd to Atheiſm : though thus much ts certain, that they 
who ſer themſe/ves againſt them, dothereby extremely incourage 
that fooliſh option, and the promoters of 1c, For it has been often 
oh(erved, that Re/igion never flouriſhes long where the regular 
Clergy is not encouraged and protefted, the contrary to Which is 
the inſeparable effte& ot Debauchery in Faith and Moral:, and too 
often the fore-runner of ſome heavy C2lamity and juſt Judg- 
ment. And farther ir may be affirm'd with ſufficient certainty, yet 
with modeſty, that *is not cafie to find any perſan of a truly pions 
Life, and exemplarily regular Converſation, who has nat that Epeem 
for rhe Clergy which their facred Chara#er and Offce exatts and 
deſerves. Nay, the contrary of this appears ſo odious, even from 
the Lighr of Nature, or cyufom of Nations, that *tis reckoned by 
all men a piece of nnpardonable raſfticity and ill-manners to treat 
em otherwiſe, which no ſaber Man will be gilty of, who de- 
fires ro be thought a Gentleman ; But this rather makes for 
the Order in general, than for our own only. To come cloſer 
then, ir may be now neceflary to conſider what is moſt plau- 
ſibly urg'd aginſt *!.2m, by thoſe who are ſo far from Atheifs,. 
that too many of tnem think and call themſelves, it nee the 9n- 
| ty, yet the beſt and puref Profeſſors in the For/d. And here 
a Chud of popular objettions appears againſt them, though the 

beſt on't is, that let the Cloud look as black as it will, there is 
nothing in'it bur Wind. - The firſt Broadfide is a towd one, and 
ſhould ic hit home would fink 'em to rights without any other. 
| © That they ave all a parcel of Jacobires,or well-willers at leaſt to that 
* Cauſe and Party. Bur ler'sclear all now we are about ic z Their 

good friends urge on, That they were always of a perſecuting and 

» malignant Spirit, Enemys to the power of Godlineſs, Friends and Defer- 

ders of Arbitrary Power : Non-reſiftance, Paſſive-obedience, and alt 

the Engines of Tyranny and $/avery. Not to add that they are Po- 
piſhz-sffefed (the old accuſation} Ignorant, IlI-preachers, Ill givers, 

_ and particularly proud and fawey to their Syptriors and Kerters- 

. - > There's enongh for once, and no doubt, roo many who read 
I Us wilt merc waiilly fbſcrike ro the accuſation than conkis . 
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der the Defence, which: if they. could be perſuaded calmly to 

do, they'd in all probability looa run to a better mind. ; 
.In order to which, 1::?; firſt conſider that which ſome have 

w more Wit nor Honeſty chan to urge againſt them,  T hat they 


are generally Facobites 1a their Hearts, whaceyer their cutward 


pretence is, 

The Cunning of which objeftion is greater than-irs Honefy, how 
 lictle foever it has of both : for what has any but God to Yo with 
; mans Heart, or how can it be judged ot bu: by- outward ations > 
' and what a#ion more {olemn . thai: an 0th wv the name of God; 
Now it's notoxious that all the Church ot England Clergy now 
Benefic'd_ have taken the Oaths, otherw 1: they could not be in that 
capacity, and therefore till any thing appears to the contrary, they 
are ſtil] to be eſteem'd firm to the Government, the Oath of God 
being upon them for that reaſon, Bur belides, who are they that 
have written ſo frequently, 1o clearly, and ſtrongly for ſubmiſſion 
and obediehce ro this Government, it ner the Clergy, as well dig- 
nified as others : and is't not notorious that that one mans Book 
(neyer the worſe for having been ſince fo ſeverely cenlur'd) 
has conycrted perhaps thouſands to the taking theſe Oaths, and 
he has done as much good that way as before by his many cther 
learned and ſeaſonable Writings. And it we ſhould make an 
exact ſcrutiny, I doubt not bur that the Gentlemen of the Clergy 
have Writ much more on that ſubject, 1 believe three to one, than 
of the Laity, though we take in both Faculties : Nay they have 
the Confeſſion of Enemies, who judge more fairly than theſe pre- 


rerended. Friends, in their honourable diſcommendations. For in Aſh-. 


ton's P not the Memoirs there produce, acknowle'/ge aid 
compMin of the London Minzfters particularly that they were no 
Friends totheir Cauſe, but the worſt (that is the beſl,) in the Na- 
tion: It's true, thoſe Papers give a more partial and unjuft Judge 
ment of others ofthe Clergy, thoſe in the {everal Countrics of E7- 
gland, which being {o large they mighc therein eaſily be miſtaken. 
However we arc thus far certain from the acknowledgment c& an 
Enemy, in ſuch-papers as we may caſily believe were not delign'd 
when written to {ce rhe Lzght, that the Clergy of London, by much 
.the moſt confideratle Body of any in the Nation who bear that cha- 
_ peter 5; whether we conſider their greater advantages or acquire- 
- ments, their happy Converſe, .or Piety and Learning ; that theſe 
- were generally the mof averſe to the cauſe -of the Facobites, and 
- that rding to their own obſervations; and this certainly is rhe 
greateſt diſhonour poſſible ro thoſe Enemies of our Ccuntries, ſo 'is 
.the faireſt arid moſt authentick Teſtimony in the Honour ans Vin- 
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dic ition of 111C Clergy, and pat i:ularly againſt chis Ca'umny which 
thc c ntrary party would beipatter them with, that can be dclired. 
| ſhall ciole chis Head wich a conlideration of the hard For:unc 
ot Clergy men, and the difficule Scenechey have to ad in an i/l/-14- 
tr'd World, as well in al! chinges of State, where they arc gene- 
rally the firſt who are ſtruck at, as particularly in this. They arc 
the middle of contending extreams , and are upon all occations 
buffeted on both fides by rhote who righe or wrong are angry with 
them Or. one another. T ne Facobite, as before, ſays, aud ſwears 
they are all turn'd Schiſmaticks, Fanaticks and Rebels. Others 
that they arc, at lealt in their Hearts, as errant Facobitesas any in 
St. Germains : Nay all the extravaguzcies of thoie men, who-hacc 
ouc very name and Communion, mult be charg'd on theſe whoin 
chey have forſaken and left ; and come what miſchief will, the 
Clurch and Clergy mult te ture to bear the blame. If the French 
F leet wiih chrce times the number mantully bear one of our Corvoys, 
and rake ſome Ships: It cheir Army at Land double to ours, fall up- 
on us and kill ſome thouſands, though we kill of them dowble'the 
nun,bzr : Nav it the D#ke of Savoy, the Emperor, or who will of 
the Confederates be beaten, ſti] *tis che Church 1s blam'd tor all; thai'y 
the can.e ov't, andriil that be down, things will never beright. And 
now I think 01, 'tis great pity none of thele Patriots have yer hir 
upon the ol4 experiment, of (clling the Chnrch- Lens (after the 
Impropritions are quite ſw.1/lowed, and if ever theie woul! be digett- 
ed) roexcule themſelves and carry on the IVWar mcre vigrronſly ; 
or at kealt treb/y churging the Clergy, who all over Eng/ind have lſuci 
fat Benipces, and lives 1.1 {uca peace and plenty. that they rol} in 
Money, and {catce knuw hat ro do with its Burt of this p:orc a+ 
Non. 

The next accuſation is, T har the Charch and Cl-r2y of Englund 
arc of a perſ»curing-m.1l1gn4nt Spirit, Enemies to the power of Gedli - 
neſs, and ſo ov. Bur before rhis is enquir'd into, | w: u'd defir: the 
c bjeQors to conliJer ingeniouflv ro whom unde: Geir is that they 
owe their pretent Liberty. Whethet *FUis not to an Englith Parlia- 
ment ? and whether the Parliament be not made up of {ich as arc 
profeſt Membets of the Churct of England, both Laity and Clergy: ? 
wherher or no this lavoks like Perſecution ? and whether wo cn” 
or did ob-a'n any ſuci fzv..uc of them when they were t':1n1te ly ts 
in power ? After thx we muſt haye one or ewo Queſtions more, tor 
the clear decifion of this matter. Firſt, Whar is perſ-c:41119@ and 
Secondly, Whatis the p»wer of Godlineſs 2 and till the'e are hci. ted 

'the Clergys Enemies do but fight With the Air and beg the Queſti- 
va, 'Tts hard if the power of Ged/inr/5 ſhould be confiu'd ro one 7 ar- 
ty 
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ty of Proveſtants only, and all rhe reſt be perietly dead and carnal, 
cijaciilly when the differences themſelves arc penieially avon; Forms 
aid Ades of Worſhip: Now if this be certain, it follows that | 
may be an Enemy to the extravaga4nietes of any part:cular Party, nay 
though they ſhould happen to be in the right in the thing wherein 
they diftcr trom me, without being {o to the power of Godlimeſs, which 
contif.s, it I millake not, in a true ard frm Farhand a Holy Life, 
not 11 words or phraſes or litle ditingaiſhing Charafters, which ma- 


vy lay much more fre/s upou than they are able co | ear. 
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Now for Perſecution, it cannot ] thinx be taken (in the Eccleſi- 
aſtical lence of che Word I mean) wi h any propricty of Spcech, 
* tor inflicting /ega/ puniſhments on ſuch as diſobey aurhority in any. 
© indiflercnt matter, wherein they might without fn obey it. For 
Example, It authoricy, cither from a miltaken or j4f-jealonſy, tor: 


bids {uch a fert of men from coming within ſo many miles of ſuch 


a City, or hom exerciſing therein that way of Lite in which they 
were bred, and for their Diſobedirnce to ſuch a command they arc 
puniſhed by Impriſonment or otherwiſe : I can't for my Life ſce how. 
this is perſecution; a hardſhip indeed it may be, and lo in ſome cales 
are T.xes, Arretts, &c. which, yet no man in hisright ſences will call 
perſecrtion. This is certain, the ſuffering for obeving the Ditates 


of a miſtakes Conſcience don't delerve that name, for then all ſorts 


of Sets might pretend to that Honour and the Bleſſing attending it, 
as well Fack a-Layden when his Fleſh was pulling off with red hor 
Pincers at Manfer as Ravillac at Paris And (aying that a-Man is 
in the Right, and ſuffers for Righte2uſneſs ſake, which Itake to be 
the crue Charafter of Perſecution (not for Faftion and Stubborneſs 
and diſobedience ro his Supetiors) does not ſure make him ever the 
more in the right: And it he be nor, atbeſt can go no higher than 
a miſtaken Conſcience, Which where "tis not wholly voiuntaty, may 
ſomething mitigate, bur can't excuſe a Sin, much lels make the ſu{- 
fering for it commence a Virtue. 

Having once fix'd theſe Rules, ſuppoſing the Clergy for the re- 
moving of Schiſm and other Inconvenicnces had been al! for put- 
ing the Laws in Execution againſt thole whodilubey'd *em ; this had 

amounted to Perſecution, unleſs thoſe who ſuffer do firt prove 

| the different, nay contradifory Sefs) that 'twas forthe Truths 
of Chriſt they lo ſuffer'd 5 which Pm ſure they can never all dogand 
I'm pretty confident one of *em can, and which til! they haye 
dong. they till do nothing to the purpole. ; | 
orthat I would by any thing I've faid cither vindicate the roo 
great heat,l may call it Fury of ſome Men in thoſe days,againſt thgir 
mifaken Erethren, 1 ars (o far fiom it that I'm ready to doubt, as 
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cur Saviour {aid ro fome of his b Rt Difples in a Ca'e not alto 
g ther unitke it, Te &r0p rot nb Spit you! are of, Weare 
long {irice bur roo critain who ?: + as lay behind the Curtain, whoſe \ 
Had was in a'l chis, and that 'twas the Papilts play*'d ſome of us a- \ 
gain!t them, and molt ot chem againſt us, both betore and atter ; 
while they itood by and laugh'd ar us, as they had a great deal of 
reaſon. I'm (o far I ſay, from approving ſuch praCtices as theſe ro 
b.ing men to my mind, tho' I'm fatisfhid, and | hope on good 
grounds, that I'm in the right, that] much doubt whether Force be 
lawful in any marters of pure Religion,and am (6 far from repining 
at the Liberty which my (1 chink) miſtaken Brethren enjoy to (erve 
God in their own manner, that 1 frankly declare (be who will an- 
gry) [ thank God [ live to ſee that day wherein our Church has 
given away even the power of making uſe of any other but Chrifi- 
an and manly arguments to convert her miſtaken Children to her 
Communion. Bc notwithſtanding this concetſion, and my own 
epinion (as far as *twill go.) That tuch Force as has been us'd was" 
neicher prudent, nor ſo Chriftian: yet I ſay, it does nor follow 
that the ufing this Force was Perſecution, any more than that 
the Samaritans had been perſecmted if the Diſciples could have 
done what they deſired, and aQtually call'd down Fire from 
Heaven to con!ume*em. I further affirm, chat far from 4//, nay 
or the major part of the Clergy of England were for ſuch proſecuti- 
ons as thiſ:, tho? exaſperated by all that could work upon Fleþ 
ard Bhd, their former il! uſage, and probable expef#ations of 


haviag the ſame or worſe repeated. | 
And here 1 cai.*{ help ir it I make thoſe who are too nearly con- 


cern'd in what follows argry with me, ſince if they are ſo, I'm 
ſure *cis only becaulcl tell 'ent the Truth,and that a Trui{{ neceſſary 
ſor the Defence of that good cauſe 1 have undertaken, and ſea- 
{onable roo con{idering the preſent unchriſtian animoſities between 
them and us The ſubſtance whereot is, © That never was there 
&* atiy Sect of Men who had (1 ſay not Lew) bur ſo much as Pow- 
* er in their Hands, who have been fo moderate in it as the 
* Church of England. Neverany whole practices, principles, and 
expreſſions have not farther tranſgreſied the bounds of Chriſtian 
moderation: Nor do | defirc *em to believe one word of this till [ 
have prov'd ic by an Induttion from all ſorts of Proteſtants here in 
England,who euher have had Power in their Hands, or even the 
bare proſpe#, or ſometimes fo much as deſire of ir. What [ bring 
__ be Fat, and as far as I know, a"thoritiy; and-let thoſe @who 
fiod their parties pinch?./ blame them and not me, who am nor the 
Author of the Fafs or Sayings, but Relater only. - _ © 
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We mult be forc'd to begin with the Pregbytcrians, and ſee how 
they minagd the Power when they once got it, (by what means 
we'll not now enquire) both in Scorlund and Frgland, 

In £:o9:t;zd, WS certain the Diſcij line ofthe Ark was higher and 
more? ſeverc than any that was e:er practifd by any Chriſtians ;, 
u. leſs perhaps the [-quiſirion 1t ſelf, For whzever diſobey?d their 

+ Summons and refus'd to compeer before them, continuing in that 
refuſal, were excommicate, and that once done, if any of their 
Friends, or nearelt Relations, Wife, Husband, Child, Father, or who- 
ever did relieve em, tho' but with a bit of Bread or cup of Wa- 
ter,. they were alſo excommunicated for the ſame : If this was not in: 
effc& a Sarguinary as well as an unnatural Law, ] know not what 
was ; aid no ſuch I'm ſure was ever made by any of our Communt- 
0. But no wonder they did this to private perſons, when they 
pretended their power reacht evento abrogate Adts of Parliament, 
and diſcharge S»bj-&s of their obedience ; than which more was 
never attempted either by Pope or Courcil in all the height of their 
madneſs. : | 

There can hardly be more publick Acts than theſe, but if we 
are for ſeeing them or worſe reduced into prattices, nothing can 
ever flye higher than the Covenant, by which thzy ſwore todeſtroy 

, antichriftian Prelacy : enjoyn'd by them both in Scorland and Eng- 
land ; and on the penalty to thoſe who refuſed or but deferred the 
raking of it, of being eſteem?d Enemies to Religion, to the King 
and Kingdom, and Confiſcation of all their Rents or Profits , be- 
ing made incapable of any Office or Benefit, appearing before the 
Parliament, and beſides-all this, receiving ſuch farther puniſhmerrt 
as ſhould be thought fit. 

PH not yet inſiſt on particular paſſages or inſtances only, but 
firſt make uſeof pablick atts, by the wiſcſt and greateft of their par- 
ty ; and'undoubtedly after the moſt mature deliberation. 

Of which kind was the Ordinance of Parkament for putting the 
Direttory in Execution, which exprefsly. enjoyn:d, © "That if any . 
« per/cn or perſons ſhould at any time after the'date thereof, uſe, 
* or cauſe the Book of Common-Prayer to be uſed in any Church, 
* Chappel, or publick place of Worſhip, or in-any private place 
« or Family Within the Kingdom:of England, &c. every perſon 
*« ſo offending ſhould for the Firſt o grim the Sumot Five pounds, 
« for the Second Ten, for the Third ſuffer a whole years Impriſon- 
&* ment without Bay! or /Mainprize. This 1s bome, and *tis hard 
that t$oſe who refus'd this Liberty of Conſcience, nay even to th .f 

| King himſelf, even in private Families, and' did this without he x 

| legal authority or juſt power,ſhould yet complain of Severity, when 
, ; ow never 
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never any thing like this was required of them by the /evere/t Lan. 
that ever were made againſt *?m. Nor was this a B:ghear only, 
but afually- put in Execution againſt thoſe who 4/obey'd it. Nor 
will I relateany of thoſe invidious Inſtances which might be given 
of the cruelties and hardſhips the Clergy then ſuffer*d for the ſake 
of their Conſciences. 

But were the Indepcndants any milder when they got into autho- 
rity and power ? Tho? they pretended they would be, we don't find 
it ; for when Oliver had turn'd his Maſters the Presbyterians out of 
doors, the Epiſcopal Clirgy ſtill ſuffer*d; nor could they by any 
means be allowed to ſerve God as their Co»ſciences directed them ; 
even tho Addreſs was made to Cromwell by thoſe for whom he pre- 
tended to have a great Eſteem, to obtain this Eaſe, which was then 
granted to the Jews themſelves, (who ?tis faid, were to have had 
St. PauPs Cathedral ſold to 'em for a Synagogue, ) and tho' ſuch: 
Liberty was once promis'd 'em in a good fit by the Vſurper. 

Well then, were the Anabapriſts any better, when they had a- 
ny hopes or appearance of getting the Reins, a great part of the 
Army being of that opinion ? 1 doubt we ſhan't find 'em ſo; forto 
fay nothing of their Government in Munſter, the only place I ever 
heard of where they were abſolute Maſters, all thoſe who remem- 
ber 'em at that time of our Tronbles, give ſuch an account of their: 
behaviour as ſeems far eno::1gh from any ſuch moderation. They not 
only ſ{tiPd the then Rwlers, ** Apoſtatical, illegal, ryrannical and a 
© Sodomitiſh Generation. Wherein they might not be much miſta- 
ken, but poſitively talkt in their Pulpirs, particularly at the Fu- 
neral of their great Pendarvs., ©* That the Lords people muſt now be 
* a Bloody-people, that they muſt up and he doing the Lords work, 
* it being not now the Di/per/ation of the Lamb (true enough with 
* them) but of the Lyon : and this not a Hot-brain'd Zealot or 
A 'em, but one ard all was the Word in that great mul-- 
titude. 

| have given yetbut few particular 1-ftances, having confin'd my 
ſelf more to theaCtions of whole partys, and their management to- 
wards our -Communion ; eſpecially of the two former. What 
work ſhould I then make, if I did but dip into the moſt famous and 
authentick Sermons and }ritings of thoſe diſtracted times ; which 
to read would make one ſuſpect ſome body had impofed upon our 
Fore-Fathers, and left ſuch expreſſions in their Books and Names, 
as the Honeſty and Good nature of an Engliſhman could never be 
guilty of, nor any other except Cazibals or Mad-men. *Pwes but 
a moderate expreſj:o» which Whitlock mentions of Baſtwick, when 
calld to give :n his Anſwer cor.cerning the Biſhops, in comparitoo” 
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of thoſe that followed ; © That the Biſhops were neither Servants 
« of God, nor Servants of the King, but Servants of the Devil. 
Pretty near akin to the moddern Ballad-ſinger who ſeems to take 
the hint from hence, when the wretch has the wickedneſs to ſay 
of the reverend Body in grofs, ** Thole Fathers in G d are Sons 
,, of the PFevil But to return, Hogs, Dogs., Wolves, Beaſts, 


Prielts, Idolaters, Popes,unclean Birds, Antichriſts, Robbers, Perſe- : 


curers, Murderers,Devils Incarnate, were ſome few of thoſe many 
bandſome Titles beſtowed upon %em : (did they ever hear or read 
ſych of them in our Pulpzts, or Books, tho' they chuſe out the 
moſt railing ones, as they call it, that can be found in Englar 
Nay, Mr. Caſes Zeal went fo far,2s roundly and poſitively to al- 
ſert in thePreſs that they had ſind the Six againſt theHoly-Ghoſt; 
which we hardly dare aſſert even of the Regicides themſelves, how 
fair ſoever they might be for it. Were thoſe for Toleration, who 
reverently tell their auditory, tho? a whole Parliament (Houſe of 
Commons Imean,) that this would be no better then © Fight God, 
Fight Devil ph Chriſt Fight Antichriſt ; and that Liberty of 
Conſcience, falſly ſo calPd, would in time improve itſelf into Li- 
berty of Eſtates, Houſes,Wrves,Souls and Bodys ; and that the Devil, 
not Chriſt has his Throne in the pretence of Conſcience : Is it 
much of the Spirit of theGoſpel,or the power of Godlixeſs to preach, 
* That when the Biſhops could not be preach'd nor pray d down 
« ( wherein they were very right ) that what the Word could 
« not.the Sword muſt do; or as other Epiſcopacy muſt not only 
be pulled up,but the Biſhops hanged up e the Lord. Or as Caſe 
again, leaſt the Parliament ſhould not have been eager enough, 
«Curſed be he that with-holds his Sword from Blood. 

But Pm weary and aſhamed, and pray God to convert thoſe 
who applaude ſuchlanguape as this, and are ſti} of the ſame mind, 
1 know here'll beobſetted to all this, that Recriminarion is no very 
air way of argaing, ſince it does not clear me from a Fault, that 
{ prove another is guilcy of the ſame ; and beſides, that all thisis 
paſt, and ought not to be ripe up again, lince it does but exaſperate 
and widen the breach among Proteſtants, when we have moſt nee 
to be united againſt the Common Enemy. To the firſt, it may be 
replyed, that Recrimination 1s at leaſt a good argument, ad 
/ hominem ;, ſufficient, andindeed the moſt proper, to ſilence the 

| ——_ when we prove they are guilty of the [ame things where- 
of they accuſe us, But yet more : Theſe things are not brought 
rely to recriminate, but to prove the propoſition juſt now aſ- 
erted, That owr Church and Clergy when in power , had-been more 
+ moderate than any other ſore of people, which was neceſſary to 
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their Yindication,and which I hope is ſufficiently made out. That all 
this is paſt, we grant, and have reaſon to chavk God that *tis ſo, 
and we hope twill never come 4g4in. But they never were in power 
before or ſince, here in England, and, therefore we mult be 
forced to look 1o far back for Inſtances, and beſides what they 
obje& againſt our Clergy is alſo paſt, unleſs they think themſelves 
ſtill perſecuted and yet ourChurch is ſtill uppermoſt as much asever; 
and, 'tis the ſame way that Marvel takes, who goes back as far as 
the Srar-chamber, and beginning of the Wars, to reflect on thoſe 
of that Charatter. For widening Breaches, *twere heartily to 
be wiſht thoſe were more careful how they did it themſelves, 
who object it againſt others : Or do they think the Breach may 
lawfully, or can poſſibly be widened of our ſide and not of theirs, 
by their continued unhandſome Refle#ions, both publick and pri- 
vate, which leſt we fhould make it yet wider, we nwuſt by no 

- means wipe of ? But fhere are two further Reaſons, which we 
wiſh were not true, Hur being ſo, will come more home than any 
of the other. Tho firſt, That we never yet heard of ſo muchas 
one ſingle perſon concerned in the worſt and bluckeft ations of 
thoſe Times, that ever declared they repented, but rather gloried 
in 'em. Pll inſtance in that horrid Villary, which makes any true 
Engliſhman ſhudder to hear it, the barbarous Murder of the beſt 
King that we ever had. It's true in the laſt two Rejgns they uſu- 

" ally ſffled it from one to ?rorher, and were not arrived to that 
height of Impadence publickly to own it,. but now in open and 
avowed affront, not only to the. memory of that Excellent and moft 
Piows Prince, and to his _ Relations now Reigning, but to 

the Laws of the Nation , for which they pretend fo high a Re- 
verence, to ſay nothin of the Church, which they'd only laugh 
at , they dare Feaft and Revel on tliat day when all good men meet 
together to dereft and bewail the. Tragedy ated upon it, and beg, 
of God that that Innocent and Royal blood may not light upon the 
Nation. Theſe worſt of Barbarians, baſer than Cromwell hignſelf, 
won't let that poor Prince reſt in his Greve, and this not only 
the old hardened Wolves, if any ofthem are yet left, . whoſe zmzz/; 
were dipt in his Blood, but even a young Litter, bredup to yelp to 
the ſame Nore, as if they were afraid they ſhould not have a 
ſhare in their ( impenitent ) Fathers Dammation. A juſt indig- 
nation has forced theſe expreſſions from me, which none 1 m ſ.re- 
will think too much, who'is a true memberof the Church of 
Enzland ;, and }doubt not but all who are fo will joyn with me 
therein, when they conſider the Cauſe, and ſee Ludlow, Letter 
and other Pamphlets of th: ſame brand ſtil ſwarming, and © munch 
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made of, and greedily bought up by ſome men, as if they would 
fain r:-2# the Crime were it in their powers, or were afraid we 
ſhould ſuſpe&rthem of Repentance : and while they wort forger theſe 
things,hut rake anew in the Martyrs aſhes, they muſt blame them- 
ſelves if we remember *em t00,and cenſure *emas they deſerve, 
Ancther Reaſon why theſe o/d _— are brought upon the 
Stage again, is becauſe the ſame party, where they have had power, | 
have gone as great a Length as they could or durſt, towards the 
ſ:me pre#ices: Scotland led the Dance laſt time,and what they have 
done now is not aninown, and they in vain faintly palliate, Are , 
all the Cys and groans of the injur'd and oppreſſed we have heard 
from thence cnly form'd in our own Fancies and Imaginations ? Or 
has not Jack been at his old Sport agen; doing the wark o' the 
Lord in the PePs name, and Mobbing all ſuch as would not come 
over for the Kirk at the firſt word of Command ? Which was 
longeſt ago, the pretended perſecution inflicted on others. by the 
Fp-ſcopal party, or this real one ſuffer d by them from their ad- 
zr/aries ? 1 know it has been ſaid thoſe A5m/lers were all [gnorant, 
' Sc:ndalons, Facobites, and what not ? But had this been true, are = 
the Rablle &t 7rdges ? for into their #-:4s moſt of them were 
dil;vered. And this by the commwance, nay encouragement of the 
greateſt men amongſt them ; whoſe names will undoubtedly he 
rendered ſ.cred to-poſterity for their kind _— to that bleſſed 
Feformation there. Did taking the Oaths excuſe 'em ? no fear of 
that, and leaſt the Rabble ſhould ſcape ſome of em, Proclamation 
- after Pro«lamation muſt be iſſued out, and all thoſe who would ' 
not plainly tell God-almighty, © That he had for a long time | 
** re{trained the preſence 'of his Spirir-in the Converſion of Souls in 
<< poor Scotland, muſt turn out without any Excuſe, or Delay, or 
Remedy : ( as far as the party could dot, and if any of *em have 
| had any eaſe ſince, no thanks to them: ) Nor are theſe private 
things, bur publick and notorious Tranſactions, that can no more 
/ be deny'd than defended. Did not the Mob really turn ont great 
/ numbers of the Epiſcopal XMriſters ; Did they not complain long 
* without Redreſs, tho' rlurder'd into the bargain, and mary of 
7m beſides in danger of their Lives, after the higheſt 1-4igniries 
- certainly, that ever were offer'd by any Chriſtians to a Chriſtian- 
" Clergy: Ard were not the Afr; rather cncomraged than puniſhed 
'for it : Were there not ſich Proclamations ; ſach a Fatt, even up- 
«on the Lords. day as if fo ordered on purpoſe as an affront to all 
reowla® Chrifiianity ? Tf this can be deny d, let it, if not, let thoſe 
concern'd confeſs that even ſuch as word be elteem d the moſt 
moderate party among all theſe who Diſ{zr irom us, have ud 
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our Church and Clergy worſe, and that even lately too, and 
without Law, than ever we dd theirs : Nay, tho? we take in 
the Reign of Hilton too, for even then tho' the Mob uſed to make 
bold with their Aferings, they neither offer d vyolence to their 
Perfons, nor plundered their Hoſes. 

But tho? I'm got ſo far into Scorland, let none expect I ſhould 
foul my Paper with any of the Flowers of Scorch Floguence ;, For 
I would more gladly have ſeen that Book anſwered any other. way 
than by requiting one Centwry with another, there being ſuch gro/s 
and /oul things in both, thar *tis pityT think either ever ſaw the 
Light, and beſides, I believe thoſe in England do as much excel 
the Scorch in Preaching, as in Temper and Living : Tho | confeſs 
Pris not eaſy to forbear an angry Smile, when one finds ſome peo- 
ple, after having been ſo often and juftly bland and ridicuI'd 
fort, ſtill perſiſting in and affefting the /ame Error. And *mapt 
to think that when Mr. H----y of Cambridg but this very laſt year 
was prevailed upon to print his Goſel-Feaſ/, *twas ſome Fn: mys 
of his, not his Friends tho! he tells us ſo in the Epiſtle, that ſer 
him about it : See but his Bl of Fare elſe, whereof he ſays his 


. Feaſt is composd, and let not the Reader call me proſane for re- 


citing it, whatever he thinks of him for firſt publiſhing it. p. 53. 
The Supper ſiys he, is ſeri\'d up in ths following Accounr. 
« Milk for Babes ; Meat for Strong-men ; The. Larb of God ; 
« The fatted Calj for Prodigals ; The Marrow of Rich-Forgive- 
& n/x; The Feaſt of Holineſs, -or the Bunch of Hp in SanGtifi- 
< cation of the Spirit. The hidden Manna of Election ; 1 he 
Royal Dainties of Aſſurance ;, ( among which he reckons the Hh1:e 
Stone, p. 10g. tho? very hard mear. ) The Evangelical- Hnv: 6 b 
dropping Free Grace.., * The Fatneſs of God's houſe”; The Mor- 
< ſel of Hope 3; The Full-meart of Contentment ; The Oyl of Joy ; 
© The Continual Diet of perſeverance : and a gre:t deal: mure 
* ont, And hereonce for all, let no Reader fay Pm* to9 bire-r 
in this Paper, ſince I let paſs even this with more diſdain ard 7i- 
ty than Anger, tho? ?tis not | confeſs eaſy to refrain, when ſach 
ſtuff is calPd the only Sprritual-Preaching ; when this is the Fr 7 
which, as he tells his Hearers, .the So{s of ſo many have luted 
after, and no doubt eſteem theſe berter Sermons then any that have 
been preached either at St. Lawrence s or at St. A/arys at loz% 
theſe 3- years, | 
But 'tis now time to have a little Diſcourſe concerning th C: 
two dreadful Bugbears, Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive-Okcdicrer, and the 
forwardnels of the Engliſh Clergy toencourage Popcry and Tyrammy. 
And here, were we to deal with adverſaries that wgennity could - 
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work on, one would think a frank and ingenious ackrowledoment 
of a piece of hux:ane frailty ſhould he en>ugh to artere for it at the 
ſame. time *twas confeſt : but it ſeems their crime muſt be meer 
malice fere-thought,and not chance medby; and nothing but abſolute 
Perfection will ſerve their Turn, either in Poliricks or Morals, How 
fairly and publickly have the Clergy of our Communion acknayy- 
ledgd, that thoſe poinrs may have been ſ/trai-?4 too high ? And 
has not Dr. S---- himſelf own'd as much,when he ſays in Terms, 
«© That the preaching up Prerogative, and wnlimited* Paſſive obedi- 
* ence {0 much as it has been of late years, has been a prevailing 
&* 7:.5t ake,tho? impogd by ſuch great authority that he thinks*twas 
&« pardcnable. But it ſeems ſome people will neither give the Cler- 
gy leave to be miſtaker, nor amend, tho? they themſelves will 
* take leavenever to amend,tho? 'tis plain they are ſooften miſtaken. 
And ſince that ſeems their final Re/olatiov, we muſt have a little 
more talk with %em on this SubjeQ. x 

I's certain all Chriſtians, even thoſe who make the Objetion, 
do in ſome ſence hold both thoſe principles, now, by many, in 
groſs condemn'd; I mean Non-Reſiſtance, and-Paſſive-Obeaience, 
Are we not to be Subjef to the Higher-Powers, not for W rath, but 
Conſcience : And, as in Maſters, not only gvod and gerrle, but al- 
ſo to the froward:; or is not this ſtill as good Scripture as ever ? 
Does it become a Chriſtian for every ſlight injury,*conceivd, or re- 
ally infer Pd by. Szpertors, to fly out nto oppofit;on and Rebellion ; 
and at this rate, would their be any peace in the World ; any ſet- 
tled Gevernment,or ought beſides Ararchty and Confuſion ? Does not 
the Chriſtian Religion teach us rather to ſuffer than to one it 
Evil ? and have not theſe very perſons who make tfWObjeCtion of- 
_ ten pleaded, even in Terms, their Paſſive-Obedjence, and ſubmit- 
. ting to what they thought unjuſt Pere! Laws, a+ an excuſe for not 
" actively obeying : Nay, carrying this ſo high as it they thought 
/ thoſe Laws thereby entirely ſatish'd, tho' the ſame. way of argu- 
ing would excuſe the greateſt Malefattor : Thus much then muſt 
be granted, that there are ſuch-things as Paſve-Obedjence, and 
; Non-Rceſiſtance in a ſound ſence, and that they are great Chriſtian 
Duties,own'd and acknowledg'd by all parties, tho? generally more 
pleaded by thoſe below, and more preſt by thoſe above. They were 
urgd and preſs'd formerly by thoſe now ſo eager againſt 'em : For 
in the late times, when the Anabaptiſts were like to get uppermoſt, 
eng Texts were Preſently brought to bear againſt em : They were 
told ( in Hughs his Book before mentioned, Edward: s and twen- 


: ty others , that they ought not to © deſpiſe Dominions, ſpeak Fv;;- 


"© of Diznitys, Or refoſt the Powers, They were minded of prophe- 
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cies; © That in the laſt Days perillous Times ſhould come ; For 
« Men ſhould be Lovers of their own ſelves ; diſobcdient to-,Pa- 
« rents, ( Natura 1, Policical, and Eccleſiaſtical ) Diſpiſers of- 
&« gthers that are good , Traytors, Heady, High-minded, and 
&« C which is the mifery,adds my Author ) all this under a Form 
- of Godlineſs without the power : But 'tis well, as he fays before, 
= the ** Ranting | Royal-Enemy was well humbled already, elſe 
one would have ſuſpected theſe malignant Texts had been brought 
by them to keep under the honeſt Presbytcrian and Independant, 
(as he ſtiles 'em, ) © or which comes to one, the Godly not of 
their perſuaſion. | 
But this has not only been pre/# upon others, by thoſe in pow- 
er, but alſo pleaded by them 1n ſubjection to vindicate themſelves, 
and that I believe , very near in the full exrexr that it has been 
ſiraind too by any in our Communion. The Dilſlenters from 
from the eſtabliſht Government, tho not ſo many as they fan- 
cy, muſt yet be ownd a too contiderable pare in the Body of the 
Nation: Theſe were for ſome time ſeverely enough handled 
by the Encouragement and expreſs Direftions of thoſe at Helm 
in former Reigns ; and that in ſeveral caſes, as they thought, cox- 
trary to Law: as the pulling down their Meering- Houſes by the 
Rabble undoubtedly was. - Yet they bore all, they ſtill plead- 


\ ed their Inoffenſiveneſs , Submiſſion, and Paſſive-Obedience in 


all th:ir Apologies. They would be thought in earneſt ſure in 
this Plea, and that 'twas not want of powey only to reſiſt which 
made *em not do it, but becauſe 'twas really againſt their 
Conſciextes ; otherwiſe they dealt nor fairly either with the 
publick or the Government, and this was only a fallacious, not a 
rrue Reaſon of their Submiſſion. Nay, did not the Non-cons, of one 
of the moſt conſiderable Citys;in England, in their addreſs to 
King James, aſſure him upon the Word of the Godly, ** That 


_ © they abhorred all Rebe//zon upon a: y preten e whatſoever ;, not 


urging as ſome - have dor.e, the Inſtance of Hezekiabs Rebelling a= 

gainſt the'King of Babylon, in excuſe and defence of it. 
Beſides this, there are two things to-be urg d in mitrigativs; of a 
miſtake among our Clergy,if they have-too many of em, in their 
turns, over-ſtrair*d ſuch principles as theſe in the late Reigns'; and 
thoſe are obligations to the Crown, and the juſt apprebenſion they kad 
of the contaary extreme,and the DoCtrines which enconraze em. 
As for the firſt, 'tis very well krown how politickly and 
cloſely the Srare wnited the Church to it ſelf at rhe R#forma- 
tion ; for which indeed who can blame it : had their teen, ar 
the ſame time, but ſuch juſt proviſio» made for the Clergy as 
D 2 their 
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their o/5:« deſerves, that Poverty mizht not have render®d too 
many of cin both contemptible and 18107 ant However, the chief- 
elt of the Profit: and Honors were reſerv*d in the Stares diſpoſal ; 
and belides we have had, and thanks be to God, {lilFhave, ſich 
Princes, as proritt and love them. Now who can blame them if 
they are grateful to Benefattors ;, and what good Man will not 
rerdon then if this Gratitiede ſhould in ſome Inſtances have carry'd 
them too far in compliance and obedicyre , tho never near that 

; {:rgth that good A B. Cr2umer went before them ; or at worſt 
( utterly to lock this objection down ) was it not a more no- 


/ ble and handſome errcr, than to ce the 0b, to ſtand Ca 


in Hand to our Soveraign Lord the People, It matters not muc 
- whether with Captain Tom or 01d Nol! oc the Head of em ; which 
7exheme its certiin the contrary party. has run into, and ſtill 
continein : the preaching, and principles of ſome men being turd 
exactly to make the people, and h:mour the Rabble. 

And twas the juſt apprehenlions of wiſe and ſober men, that 
the ſame party were driving on the ſame Projects they had for- 
merly, which yet further i; dud many of o: r Communion (cer- 
tainly Lay Gent. as well as of the Clergy) to lean too far 19 the 
contrary extreme. They knew the only way to make a crooked 
thing ſtrait, was to bend it farther on the other ſide than its za- 
tural poſture ;, and if they did over-do, and ſtrain it a Thought too 
far, not reſting in the exaCt individual Arithmetical mean, this. 
however only argues 'erfl mer, and fallible, and was an Error fo 
near the Truth, that is deſerves and exatts a much ſofter rreatment 
than has been given it. 

Eſpecially when they found the fame principles and prattices on 
Foot, which had not half a Ce: t «ry before, reduCd us into ſo much 
confaſion and miſery. When 'twas broached, and particularly 
belie:d, © That the power was in the people; not only fundamen- 
rally, or as to ſpecification ;, neither of theſe would do the work, 
but'even aFzally : ſo that they might call their Maſters to account 
as often as their many-Heads and no-Brains thought convenient, 
When the Biſhops were yelpt againſt as lowdly as in Forty-One, 
and Lanipaans againſt 'em almoſt as common as Gazerres, and the 

a0d.expettations of the adverſe party ſo full and high 

fect rumen Eriſcopacy, and re-eſtablithment of their /elves 
mag. whether this was not, for ſome years after 

F- Creed of the Fattion ? whether this were in the 
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6n purpoſe to exclude all thoſe, who tho? they diſſented from our 
Church ,, yet behaved themſelves Chriſtianly and modeſtly ; who 
meddled not with matters above their own Sphere,nor with thoſe 
bat were given to change, and for theſe reaſons deſerve as much 
charity and pity,as the others ſharp reproof,and open rebukes : It being 
certainly their eagerneſs and fury which drove ſo many well-mean- 
ing men, who lov'd their Zyzberty and Comntry as well as they could 
do, into the contrary extreme: They thought with reaſ.n enough, 


that abſo:te Monarchy was to be prefera'd before abſolute Anarchy, 


a bad Government before none at all ; and if they threw them-' 
ſelves atthe Feer of a Lyon to avoid a whole Kennel of Hounds, who- 
can blame "em. 

After all, there remains this ſtill to he added in ther juſt..de- . 
fence; that that as they never dealt ſo ſeverely with others Conſci- 
ences as they have done with theirs, ſo neither did they ever car- 
ry Arbitrary Power fo high as their adverfarys, who open ſo hotly 
againſt *em under that pretence. Ard this will appear if we go 
back either to the Times of our Fathers, or thoſe - which we our 
ſel;es can yet remember. Ship-mony ?cis true might be, and ap- 

rs, aQually 'was, arbitrarily imposgd on the Nation, by the 
ing only, on the advice of ſome great Lawyers, on an eminent 
Exigency for once and no more : But were not Taxes after Taxes, 
monthly, yearly levy'd by the Tail of a Parliament, nay the ve 
Rump of that _— when not only King and Lords, were fruck 
off, but at laſt all even of the Commons, that would not go- 
through-ſtitch with whatever Oliver or his Maſter would have em. 
But to take yet a larger Compaſs ; was not the Covenant, as before, * 
impos'd as arbitraliry as any thing can be imagin'd, and what 
party was that impos it, and almoſt univerſally took it ; or do 
they think the King alone can be arbitrary, and 'ris not in the pon -- 
er of any other part of our Conſt;rution to be ſo, if they never ſa 
much deſired it, or let them do what they wou'd. Well, if the- 
caſe be there, they would ſtill be caft, though. we nuft come a 


little lower to convince 'em. For can they with. any modeſty af- 
' firm that the Diſpencing-Power, which in effe& deſtroys and vacates 


all Law, was ever fo generally acknowledg'd and made uſe of by: 
our Cleyfyas they were in the latter end of the Reipriof the late 
R. James ? Were eyer they ſuch Enemies to Parliaments Cwho- 
have ſo often'and {9 deeply oblig'd 'em ) as: the Regularorr were, 
who would have alterd the very Efſence of *er, and” made the 
King, not the People, the Eltor ; which' wou?d have ifade it a 
Corrt- Parliament with a witneſs; of which many of the fame Per- 
ſons are now ſo much afraid ; -and of which fide were thoſe Regu- - 

, bators., 
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lators, Of theirs or ours; or do they think our memory: are ſo bad 
that we have already forgotten. 1 expe& 'twill be ſaid, they 
only accepred a Benefir offered *em, and were thankful for ir, with- 
out acknowledging any thing of the Diſpencting power : But this 
ſeems very trivial ; For had they not their Liber:y only by that 
Power ? anU muſt they not as fairly, tho? virtually thereby own it, 
as if they had ſaid as muchin Words at length ? Suppoſe one Robs 
upon the High-way, and gives me a part of his purchaſe ; am not I 
co-partner With him if 1 know of the Robbery, and yet I not only 
accept it, butam thankful for it : even ſuppoſing to bring the 
parallel cloſer, the true man who was Robbed might have chanc'd 
to have us d me hardly in fome former Inſtances ? No there's a 
more ingenious excuſe than this, which ſome of *em have made, 
and which better becomes thoſe that have need ont ; © That by 
*© the ſevere uſage they had formerly met with, they were at 
© firſt hurry*d into the contrary extreme, and puſh a little teyond 


- © their Duty : This well accept, becauſe 'tis but bymaze to do ſo, 
- but then they muſt remember to let it paſ too on other occaſions, 
-and to hold for;us as well as them ; and that our provocations were 
- higher than them,as well as without and againſt all Zaw, has been 


already prov'd, and cannot be deny?d. 

But leſt they ſhould again forget all this, and ſo many thouſand 
yards of Addreſſes, as if well managd, will be yet ſufficient to 
ſupply St. James's and St. Germain's too with, till the War is 


over; I muſt beg leave to refreſh their memories with a few re- 


markable paſſages in thoſe Papers, which by no means ought to be 


; Joſt, whereby Pm miſtaken it it don't appear that our Church agd 


Clergy are not the anly perſons who can Flatter Princes, when they 


are kind to 'em and oblige *&tm. In theſe they own d K. James to 
. be © their Covering-Chernb, under whoſe refreſhing ſhadow they 


< promis'd themſelves Reſt; and (not to be ungrateful ) pro- 
<« miſe him alſo, truly to ſerve the Tntereſt of his Power and Great- 
<« eſs ; *© That he had taken care as.a Common Father for the 


< g00d of all his People ; © That he had been in the whole 
-< Courſe of -his Reign, a wiſe and merciful King : ( much alike, 


and-both juſt as true as what follows ) © That they are for M- 
< aarchy, as the only ancient Legal and rightfu! Government of 


-< the Nation. Others thanking him * for his rranſcendant and 
*- © 47pdrallel d Favour : the larter indeed it might be, for a Popiſh 
| Prince to Toferare his Proteſtant Subje&ts, but for the former 'tis 


as 'twas intended. They. have made a Moſes of him for this their 
wondefful Deliverance from the Penal Laws Egyptian Bondage ; 


and-for the ſame wiſh him © all the Divine Beatitudes of Gol, 


They 


VS 


They acknewjedg that *rwas © Gods mirgculons Providence 
« which had preſerv'd him by Sz= and Land, on purpoſe for this 
« oreat work; to do grert Services, for which the Almighty 
&« had deſizn'd him : and-this alone is the Harp to charm down evil 
&« Spirits. That the utmoſt drop of their Bloxd and expence of 
« their Fortunes ſhould be at his di/po/e. That they will moſt faith- 
« fully and ambitiouſly ſerve him with their obedience and Loyalty. 
« That he's the rightful Father of his -Dominions. That they'd 
« make him Great throughout all the World. That he was a 
«Prince deſigned by Heaven for the higheſt pattern of Reyal (994-! 
© ſs and true Policy ;, and that they'd emulate all his other Sub- 
jets in Loyalty and Obedience : That he was certainly the moſt; 
tender and affectionate Prince that ever ſway*d the Scepter of his ; 
Empire, outdoing all the expettarions and deſerts of his SubjeRts : 
and even here in London © That with a conftant Emylation they I 
<« ſtrive to be moſt forward and faithful in their Allegiance. Praying, 
that the Bleſſing-of /4caven may ever Crown him ; that he may have 
a long, a proſperous, and a glorious Reign : That long may live 
James the 7uſt ; Nay, that he may live for ever. Nor let any 


. 


' 
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think I wrong em in one expreſlion, for they may find all theſe, / 


and I believe yet-groller im the Addreſles for Burry, St. .Edmonds, 
Norwich , Lancaſhire , Eſſex, Exon, Leiceſter-ſhjre, Gleuceſte; -ſhire,, 
and Staffordſhire. 

Well then might K. 7ames afterwards declare,” *© That he was 
« encouraged by multitudes of Addreſfes, and-many other afſu- 
<« rances of his Subjects, to ſee this his Declaration preſerved with- 
« out. Deſtruttion. And we may hence obſerve the 1njuſtice and par- 
tiality of the two oppoſire Fattions in the Nation, one of which; 
made ita great" objeCtion againſt K. Charles the 1#, and his Go- 
vernment, that he diſpens'd with the Laws, and fav'd a few Prieſts, 
who were accus'd of no other Crime but their Religion, and yer 
they could encourage and accept the ſame Diſpenſing Power, in a 
much higher and notorious manner, -when they themſelves were 
concernd init, The contrary party complain that in the preſent 
Reign, men of Republican Principles are too much encouraged ; but 
let theſe look back to the latter end of their own dear K. 7ames, 
and ſee who were then uppermoſt ; What ſort of Men were' in 
his Offices, his Councils, his Cloſets, and this will tor ever fact At: 
that objeQtion, if they have any modeſty left. | 

"Tis now time to proceed to the next accu/arion of our Clergy; 
that they*re of an i/! Zife, and particularly ſome ſort of people 
blame 'em as over-proud to their Snperiors;. ſawcy with their 
Betters, carrying it highly even towards Geatlemen : the old con 


n0-in+ of Marvel againſt em. fery 
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For that of their 7;ving, *tis certainly made at as unlikely 
a time for the ObjeQors as is poſlible, ſince even the Clergys 
moſt bitter enemys muſt acknowledge that never were the Epiſ- 
copal Sees better filled ſince the Reformation; and conſequ 
that all the care imaginable will be taken, as in faR 'tis plain that 
it already is, both to hinder perſons of bad 1orals from entring 
into the Church, ſome of which have in this Reign in vain at- 
tempted it, and in juſtly cenſuring ſuch as have been /candalous 
and negligent in their Sacred Charge. But further, if we may 
jadge of the reſt by thoſe of this City, it muſt be acknowledg'd 
that never were the Engliſh Clergy more remarkable, either Ba 
good Learning, or Exemplary Lives: and moſt of the Citys and 
chief Towns in England will I believe, preſent ns with much 
the /ame vb/ervation. Nor 1s't to be at all "dmir'd, if in ſome 9b- 
* ſecure Villages, where the Clergy hardly can keep the Poſt'of an 
ordinary Farmer, the meanneſs of the Circumſtances and company 
ſhould in ſome Inſtances, debaſe their minds, and there ſhould 
be found of 'em either leſs learned, or religious. And belides 
this ,, conſidering the »/erable proviſion that's made for their 
ſabſiſtance in ſo many Pariſhes, what wonder if :y/of worth are 
not ſo forward to run int9 ſuch les aud ſtarve there ; conſe- 
quently that the people and patrons muſt be content with ſuch as 
they can get, not to add that *tis oftentimes . with them the 
worſe the better : As it may happen tooffometimes in greater pla- 
ces, where als left to popular Elettions, where 'tis no wonder if 
Mr. 0b ſhould chuſe one as like thewfelves as they can poſſibly 
"find, and as we have ſeen they have really done in ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces. If to this we add the conſtant and dangerous effefts of a long 
Peace, and the general accay of Piety, whick has been for ſome 
years growing upon the Nation, which can't be ſuppos'd wholly to 
have eſcap'd all the Clergy, and that notwithſtanding all this, they 
may compare with any eſftabliſh'd Clergy, either paſt or preſent 
_ of this or other Nations ; take I ſay, but all this together, and 
"twill be a ſufficient Defence on this Head againſt ſome wnbappy 
Inſtances (too many if but. oze ) of Immoralitics in the Clergy, which 
are ſo greeaily ſnatched up, and ſo vaſtly magnifi d by their many 
and inveterate Enennes. | 
But they are not c:vi/ enough to Gentlemen ;, and perhaps o* to- 
ther ſide, the Genrl-mer are not ci21il enough to them 5 tho! indeed 
t's no ſign of their Gentifiry ;, a Gentleman, as. before, know- 
ing very well what reſpe*t 1s due to the Gow, let who will wear 
it, and thence being: more ready to overlookand pardon faults, e- 
'yen when they are real, than magnifie and devulze erm, mych leſs 
invent 
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invent Storys upon Mr, Parſon to make entertainment for the nexr 
company. The Clergy are not ſure more ſenſible than the reſt of 
Mankind, but feel when they are ugd handſomly or ſcurvily as 
well as other folks : They have been many of'em themſelves been 
born Gantlemen, and ſome of noble-Blood, nor has a Gown alter'd 
*?m, unleſs Clergy like Baſtards ſhould clap a Croſs-Bar upon their 
Scutcheon, and Poll their Honour ;, which is ſo far from being 
true, that I know not why it ſhould not rather add to it, as well 
as in: Law, and Phyſic, and even in a higher degree. Nor is 
a Man, I hope leſs a Gentleman, becauſe perhaps he has bu: ' one 
100 a year, and another that's near him 5 or 800, -nay wha./?s 
more common than the l/s Eſtate the better Gentleman ? For 
how often do we ſee that neither Birch nor Money gives Gentility, 
which conſiſts in the manners, not any purely external Qralifica- 
tions ? A Clergy-man Of ſenſe will reſpe& a rrue Gentleman, hut he 
muſt beg the pardon of many who are cal*d ſo, if he thinks as /ir- 
tle of them as they can of him, and requites their Scorn with pit- 
ty. He muſt again beg their Worſbjps pardon if he can't forbear 
Smiling when he ſees how full and big they*ll-9/{by,whenti:ey come 
up with a = -man; and how highly they think they Honour 
any of *em it they condeſcend to admit *em into their Comps 
for which they cawt do leſs in civiliry or Conſcience then fall down 
and worſhip them. If worſhipful Parroz ſhould be ſucha Fool to 
ſet up for an Atheiſt, it may be his Parſon has no more manners 
than tothink him ſo, and confute ſome of his dearly-beloved opinj- 
ons when he vents 'em in Company, whereas he had been in a fair 
way to convert *em all from Chriſtianity, had he but let him run, 
on in the Flood of his Eloguence without oppoſition ; Much more 
unpardonable ſtill 1s his Sin, if he happen to be Chaplain to the Fa- - 
mily ;, where if he has the Honour of an wpper-Servant, let him 
lay he has a good place owt ; But if he ſtir one nch further, agd 
pretend to adviſe, much more contraditt --- Sir Crape ! withdraw ! 
Know your 4ſtance, is the word : No Abigail at this rate ; a 
ine world indeed,it your Maſter maynt he damrd without your 
ſawcy intermedaling ! 

Or if he ſhould be ſo fortunate to carry dear Abigail at laſt, 
here*s more morra! Dudgeon ſtill behind. adam Fiddle is in 2 
terrible agony for fear her Maid ſhould come to ,, j 
live as well as her {lf, or at leaſt wear a finer ;,, hich fo I GAIA 

ws " jo em, If en 
Gown than the Miſtriſs of the Pariſh. O the a- come #9 bon-(t Wowlſey,of 
bominable reigning Sin of Pride ; well theſe hci own Spinn-ng. or 
Parſons Wives and Daughter; will certanily fink '* 9 dreſs of Sack- 
the Nation. cloath and aſhes, 
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But is there no way to hamper this Leviathan ? can nothing make 
him more hmble ? Yes verily,there are divers and good wholſom 
ways to effe&t it. Unreaſonable and unconſcionable Cyſtoms,Difficul- 
ty, almoſt Impoſſibiliry of recovering juſt des, Cheats of Pariſhio- 
Ners ; mauling him in Taxes 5 clapping Fanaticks on the Back, 
Spitting in their months, and /0ing ?em on againſt him ; and a- 
bove all, that glorious incomparable mdern Invention, worth ten 
times more than all the old ones of Pancirollus, Bonds of Refignation : 
Well fare the Soul of honeft Sir Si-9,, for ſaying there's no hare 
in *em; but whether he had or no tis the ſame thing, they muſt 
needs be good they are ſo very convenient ;, a rare Inſtrament that 
ſerves for a hundred good uſes, and a thouſand pitys ?tis that 
all the Patxpns in England han't yet the Grace to make uſe on't ; 
or at leaſt, that all that do ſhould be Regiſterd to poſterity, for 
their own Fame, and the Examples of others. The many good 
uſes hereof can ſcarce be imagin'd : There may be a very conveni- 
ent parcel of Glebe lying near the Squires Pemean Lands ;, or 
*rwould do rarely well to get both that in his own» Hands and 
Tenants t00,Tithe-free,or at leaſt the beſt on't, or to preſerve what 
they have illegally gotten from the Church already : Or they 
bave or may have ſome crackt Kinſwoman of their own, rackr on to 
the Parſonage, like a Grievance to a Mony-Bilt, the taking off of 
whom may be the honourable Condition of the aforeſaid Obligation , 
or at beſt, to. make the Incumbent only Tenant for Tears, reſerving 
the Propriety for ſome Blockhead of ( perhaps )) his Worſhigs own 
begetting. Or leaſt the Thing in black ſhou'd grow too ſawcy,. and 
not keep his Diſtance from good Meat, or fit cloſe enough to naſty 
Drink, or come over for or againſt the King, Turk or Pope, as 
the ſecret ink or Tjp, or more open commanding Nod ſhall di- 
re& him ; kis Hams be&nt ſupple enough, nor Com-kick-me writ 
ſo legibly as it ought to be on his Forehead ;, and if ſuchan Exper;- 
ment ſhould be try'd, hed hardly have the Civiliry of a French- 
Oftler, to make no other Reparree, but your humble Servant. 

But all this you ſhall have ſome /pirr at the very mention of, and 
aſſure ye gravely that a fir of Goodneſs is come upon em, and 
"they have an extraordinary Call to Reform the Clergy, which they 
are ſatisfied they can and will do, better than all the Biſhops in 
England. Which how conſcientiouſly they have perforn”d would 
ſoon appear upon an exa& Scrutiny, and even without that by a 
mans ordinary obſervation, it being impoſſible but he muſt have 
; found, if any ways acquainted with the World, Tex of theſe 
Sparks who have endeavoured to Debauch the Parſon, to one who 


has ſtriven to reform him. Tho they are pretty ſure themſelves 
not 
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not to he told of their own Faults, when they have thus Torgue- 
bolred thoſe whoſe D-ty tis to do it. This is the Re/pef# the En- 
gliſh have for their Clergy, ( to ſay nothing of Sixaomacal Con- 
crafts, which are yet fowler ) this is the civil Treatment they 
meec with, and that Tenxre on which they often enj2y what ſhould 
be their Free-holds as much, and more thane re a piece of gronnd 
the Patron has, is his. Nor will there ever be wanting ſome yeeay» 
Clark or other to fill up a Yacancy on ſuch Terms, when betore 
half-ſtared into ſlavery. Nor can any tell where this growing 
miſchief will ſtop unleſs ſome p»blick Remedy be provided for t,which, 
as things are, 1s not over-likely to be done. Nor is there any 
Nation in the World, to our Honour be it ſpoken, which deſires 
thus to make their Clergy 1/aves, but the Engliſh, uſurping an 
abſolute power over 'em, and by an «unconditional decree, turning em, 
whenever they pleaſe out of Houſe and home by the Caprice 
of one ſingle man, and he oftEntimes none of the wiſe, nor per- 
haps the honeſteſt neither. A moſt effeQual way to cure the Cler- 
gy of their tr:de and ſmall Eftates together. 

And thus have I endeavoured fairly to confider the uppermoſt 
obje*#ions which are brought againſt that venerable Body of men, 
and if upon this laſt I've been a little more merry than the former, 
'tis to be partly evcy with them who often find ſo much mirth in 
laghing at thoſe whom they ought to reverence. I am not ſenſible 
I've advanc'd any thing here which wont hold water, either in 


Fatt or Argument : If I have doneany ſuch thing, or wrong'd any 


perſon or party, I profeſs my ſelf not to have done it out of ma- 
lice, but ſhall be willing as ſoon as convinc d to make em ſarisfatti- 
on ;, and for what may ſometimes appear ſevere.I have Truth to 
bear me out, and I m ſure no manner of hatred to any of thoſe I 
write againſt : Nor do I doubt but the main of what is here laid 
together will ſtand firm and unmwveable, even tho'a Clubb of Ja- 
cobites, Atheiſts, Republicans, and Regicides ſhould lay their Heads 
together to anſwer it. 
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T's very probable that ſome perſons, as ſoor as /t 
caſt their Eyes on the Title Page of Frog ed wy 
-contenin it for the ſmallneſs of the Bulk and Price, 
- and never trouble themſelves to look any further, or 
examin whether the Author talk, Truth or Reaſon; or 
if they ſhould go" nearer, and dip into the Book, immedi- + 
ately throw it away again, as ſoon as they diſcover any thing 
there contrary to any of their own darling Sentiments or O- 
inions, tho like it well enough when it only blames another's : 
F, the latter of theſe, if all are but of this mind, the Au- 
' thor deſires no fairer acknowledgment of his being in the 
rights but yet {would entreat whoever finds himſelf con- 
cerned, to be no mere angry when he reads it, than he was 
when he wrote it, but as becomes a wile aud an honeſt Mar, 
to conſider fairly 4 rg the Truth of the Fat which 
he advanses, and the Juaſtneſs of the conſequences he draws 
from it : For the former objeFion, the Author is ſo far from 
being mortified at it, that he rather wiſhes both Price and 
Bulk were leſs than they are likg to be, ſince thereby this Pa- 
er would come into more hands, and*be of more general uſe. 
The only objeFion that ſeems to deſerve an Anſwer is, ' that 
one of no Name ſhould be ſo bold to graſp at ſo great a Suh- 
jet, which may perhaps ſuffer by þis weak way of manage 
ment. But to this it may be anſwered, that fence there are 
ſo many little Nameleſs Fellows, who without any reſpet ei- 
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2 yer his Ears, and well if he eſcapes ſo. too from their Hands. 
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* Popular Objections 


Againſt the Preſent Eſtabliſhed * 


CLERGY, s«« 


Aving a deſign, as it becomes every hone an, to do 
- all the Service I can to that Church ofawhich I am a-: 
; Member, and in- order thereunto, tafgive a clear and 
breif _—_ to the moſt plauſible and Fommon objettions. 
which by ſeveral ſorts of- people are made- againſt her Clergy, 
I think it may be proper enough to begin with. this rae and 
ſtrange obſervation, that as Pilorand Herod were made Friends when: 
they ated againſt the Head of the Church, ſo are thoſe who ſuc. 
ceed in their enmity,when they- act againſt the Body,or any mem. 
bers of it. For let the place, Or cauſe, Or pretence be.what or 
where it will, let but any thing be ſtarted to the derriment of the 
Clergy in general, or ſome one particular perſon, you ſhall ſee 
all. the Parties who were before at Daggers drawing with one an- 
ether, immediately very good Friends, and conjured as cloſe as 
poſſible againſt one they think their common Enemy. - Jacobite and 
Repulican , SeQtary and Atheiſt, One and Al, as ſoon as 
the word's given, all hands to work, to pull the Parſons Gown o- - 
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| - Witt finez 'ris not pollible, nor ſcarce worth-thewhile, to be pre- _ 
"ſent at every Club or Coffee-Houſe, where this makes up the great- 
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ſich | againſt themſelves, as they would not cafily 


be able to Anſwer. 


, Een 
- ſure others. For thoſe who make a Schiſm, what wonder if they 
have a Schiſmarical Spirit, and revjle and bitterly reproach who- 
ſoever are of berter temper than themſelves? With thefe we are 
. all Apoſtares and Iyfidels, and as verily damw'd as if we were 
Circumcisd. We are guilty of a wor#al ſin, becauſe we did not 
fight for thoſe that would have cut @ur Throats, thatdared not, 
or would not fight for theniſelves, becauſe we went not to Fe- 
-verſharm and laid © violent Hands on King James when going to 
France, to keep him by main force from leaving us, after he 
both in word and writing had commanded all thoſe who conſult- 
ed him , to g&'and ſabmit to the then Prince, withont any reſerve 
to himſelf of future Obedience, After this, the Clergy as well 
as all England readily took the Oaths to thoſe who alone cow'd 
' then prote# 'em, their preſent Majeſties, 'when thoroughly fetrled 
in the Throne, . by the conſent of the Eſtates of the Realm ; and = 
for this they muſt have changed their Principles, if youll believe 
theſe their good Friends, and denyed whole CORY, ſo that, 
were it not for their Worthy ſelves, there would not now be 
Faith found in England. All the Arguments drawn from Reafor, 
Neceſſity, Scripture, the conſent of the Nation, and the great Law 
of Nature, to vindicate the Clergy in taking the Oaths, are nothing 
with them but Improvements on Parſons, Jeſuitical or Popiſh 
Eraſions, nothing at all of the Dorine or - PraQice of the 
Church'sf England : And when the Convocation Book is brought 
inſt *em, ſo plain that 'tis impoſſible to eſcape the force of 
}ir, then either a Convocation does not know the, meaving of the 


icate with 
Public ans. 
times over : 


nors, or thoſe who live quietly | 
Godlineſs and Honefly. But ſtill the Clergy have 
eg , ſuppoſing this true, as propoſed at\, 


in 


© Giſqrace, but may an Honour: To leave miſt akem Principles, ( or 


. Tather overſtraining ſuch as are true ) as 'tis very 
Very commendable, unleſs theſe Gentlemen are of that, Mahometay 
Kings mind, who would not turn Chriſtiar, becauſe 1 - 
- Eue Levicy, to quit an opinion he had been born: and. bred in,. 
and was angry -with St. Pau! for that very Reaſon. Again, . 
why «l.the clamor againſt them, as if they were the only men 
who.had altred their Judgments? One wonld think the Parlie- 
.. ment had been all Clergymen,or elſe that none but ſach had made the 


. - * Oaths, and by their example converted all the Eftates of the Realm, 


and all the Gentlemen and Lawyers in England:; whereas indeed 
they only continue in'their S:arjons, and did what became them, . 

_ and what Authority enjoyned them, as concluded in the grear 
"EE the Nation. 

t there's a great deal more than this 'to be ſaid, both in 
the Vindication Of 'our Clergy, ayd juſt reproof of them and 
theirs, whether we regard the Church or State. In order to- 
which we would ask them theſe few Queſtions. .- Firft, whether 
they own the Proteſtant Religion to be the true Religion ? ( Perhaps 
they think, as their now Friends do, that- it is «ll Sehiſmatical, 
as-Well as our Church). Buttbeing ſo kind to them to ſuppoſe 
they yet own ſo much as that, I muſt deſire them to go on a 
little further, and refreſþ their Memories with ſome paſſages which 
they are over-apt to forget. - The ſecond queſtion 1s, 'whether 
the late King did not analy deſign to root. out this true Religion 
in theſe Kingdoms, had he not gone a great length towards it, 
and muſt not have accompliſhed 1t, had he not been prevented, 
when there- was hardly more time left than in the leſs miſ- 
chievous old Popiſh Powder-Treeſon ! Perhaps theſe Wittygood- 
natured Perſons have clearly forgot there was any«ſach thing as 
Magdalen-College-caſe, or any Biſhops in the Tower, or any Maſs- 
houſe erected, or any cloferting, and canvaſſing ;,or think now that 
all theſe were very innocent praftices, and nothing either of 

Popery or Slavery all the while intended. If they do, we can't 


he!p 


- Religion, we be-ſo kind as tort him com 2gain and 
© -. Fecove ee Kingdoms, with as much eaſe ashe loft them ? 
- Undoubtedly thoſe who are his Friends, and *yet hant quite 
left their Religion , are of that mind, and that ſhouldhe return, 
he'd be $90d for the future, and defire no more than a 
Toleration:of his own Conſcience, leaving us to ours: But whe- 

ther or no they are deceived naſe ſeen by the Treatment which 
thoſe Proteſtanrs who went with him found at Paris, who conld. 
not by any means obtain a Chappe! there for the exerciſe of their 
Religion, tho it was at that time To very neceſſary in*order to 
decerve us. - But this was in France. What did he doin HFreland, 
where he was in his own Power ? We muſt have: a care" of be- 
lieving the reports of prejudiced perſons, Wiliamitiſh Biſhops, 
or of whatever dignity or degree, tho Eye-witneſſes and aQual 
Sufferers in thoſe Calamities, But ſure we may ſtill believe that 
Prince himſelf, at leaſt when he tells what he has done againſt 
us, tho we are at our liberty in what he promiſes to do for us , 
and. he in the ſame Letter acknowledges, nay boaſts, That all 
the Viftories he had obtained in Ireland ({ # ſmall all, Sr. Patrick 
knows). he had ſtill turned to the advantage of Religion, and hoped 
wery ſoon to ſee it there firmly eſtabliſht. Bringing this as agproof 
of his former Intention, to have reduced the Catholicks Fth in- 
to his three Kingdoms, and *tis, it muſt be owned, a demonſtrative 
way of arguing, and as the Letter ſays, there needs no ochey oy 
| | , ut 


on Pe this, whether inal fauna 

gn, had' he not'been 

pm And whether it was not the thenPrince of 
- our; now moſt gracious Sover ai | Ar did "prevent! it, 

who eB $oy the true Religion, and delivered us- from: 

y and Slevery f This Inicio clear” as all the reſt, and no 

"Teſs clear, that without a Miracle there had heegno other way of 

Pavan. And it muſk be further granted that the Intereſt of 


_ ny ants throughout the whale World is linkt- toge- 
| biz and owrs, not to add that of the Civil Liberries not. 
oty of England, but Emrope. | £4! 


Now if this he trve, as'jis all Fa#, and\ muſt be believed by 
all that dont believe Trenſubſtantiation then the Jacobztes have 
no other plea to excaſe themſelves and fault us, than this, Thar 
bertey the true Religion ſoruld be deſtroyed and  Popery firmly eſtabli- 
Thed, i» England, Scotland, - Ireland, 'al the Engliſh Dominions, 
all the World ; better all Europe ſhould be aSlave to the French Ty- 
ranny, than the Engliſh accept of a deliverer that God had ſent em, 
and when they had nothing left to protebt "em, ſwear Allegiance e9 

this Deliverer. 
+, Nay, what if *tis after all eaſre to prove that the Jat obiges do 
what is more than taking ſnch an Oarh as this, which' we' think 
,may be made good againſt * em. For 'tis' certain they do the 
ſame thing, which the Oatks taken by the Clergy and others oblige 
- *emto, and yer more, only they are ſo gererons as to do both vwith- 
out any ſuch obligation. The Oath obliges to pay ſtich A/-C2rcc to 
the King as the Laws require: As for example,” to ſerve in thc 
Militia,” fupport the Government, &c,” Now alt this tis þ lan: is 
done by moſt of that Parry in Ergland, TW live under the 
irotc- 
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h 
makes bur little weight in the Ba{ance of Conſaience or, Fr La and 
- is granted af- taken fingly,; but here are other ſtronger argu- 
. mests to-back it,-and then 4s. conſiderable. What's the reaſon 
of this Separation? -It-is, enough to clear them, and. throw the 
Sthiſai vpon us ? Do we propoſe any wnlawfu! terms of Communion ? 
But let them ſhow where they an or what other Js than be- 
ores Are we wiftakent are our. y - out 1N a-matter of Poliricks ? 
fog teh Do they Uk the | om or God's 
wort either- lofe: their fear) bf the adminiſtrators fault Dr, folly, 
.. even ſuppoſing all they would have ? - But they did once know 
better... Are ſome Errors tn F4thor in Manners, or even greater 
'Erzors embraced; by;many, any. jg caſe to foriake a true Church? 
, But they; haye often pleaded the exact, comrary't0 all this,, and 
r.ecd-not (be; ſept tothe Corrathians, Or Jews tO convince %em. 


Let% 


; 


- thoſe very perſons who were moſt remarkably forward two Reiz:s 3 


. theſe very men, not many of them of the beſt Morals and fair 
© eſt Reputation, are now moſt ative and virulent againſt that C:urc! 
" which. once (they diſgraced by colling her their Marker, thongh 

LOH 2 


Uh, 4 
%' 


"Bur what'do1talk of Archbiſhops; or;Biſhops either, when 1s 


them, would yet a&twithout-them. - Tho, indeed, how. can ei- 


"the Church ftands4n great need of them, and many ſuch excu- 


'-what ſort of people are the chief Settmaſfters among the Non-Jurat:, 


akon 
| you very-well know are unavoidable cor- 
ves of ſuch your ſeparation ? You had not ſo much as bi: to 
pretend” for your Head, you muſt own your ſelves Headleſs, as 
'well/as 'Schiſmatical,” (unleſs youll;have , Mr. Zin hisroomJ. 


likely enough'tliat ſome of their forward,'Preciy:crs would, be as 
bad as their words, and if the diſcontented, Biſhops ſhould leave 


ther 'of them a when /ilencedby authority ? are not the Precby- 
fers atleaſt here more Schiſmatical and. Refractory,, even .then 
the old 'Puritanical flenced Miniſters, who ſubmitted when inhibi- 
ted their preaching, tho theſe; will it ſeems own no ſuch anthori- 
'ty, they-muſt not Hhide-their Gifts, woe unto them if they do; 


ſes which they-know who have uſed before them, . tho. they were 
never then accounted valid. Beſides al] this, it were- but fair 
if 'in the juſt Yirdication of the regular. Glergy, weſhould enquire 


whoſe Charatter would not at all credit their Caſe But this muſt 
be omitted whatſoever 2cvantage it might give to the Argu- : 
ment , leſt 'a. Party quite -contrary to: theſe; ſhould charge onr 
Communian with all the faults we diſcoyer,.-in thoſe. who. were 
once of it, even tho now they haye-not le t.itNbut hate it, 45 
mach as they themſelves can do. 

However thus much we mult take leave to add, that many of 


ſince, in Teizing and Vexingall-whe were not of their opinion, 
who in the 1a Reign were wonderfully eager and buſie in :4k7 
off the Teſt, in order to eſtalliſh the. Church of England, tho 
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ſhould be weary of following'them, were't not n _ to bring 
beg they'd 
reſolye 
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Gra gterrd ip ft, for ſuch all oyer England? 
Letters to ſuch as theſe ? Tiling t 'B in the' | 
they belieye. neither. God nor Devil, Heaven not Hell, nor fo 
much as the common-notion of God and Evil: Or is it the pure 
" merit Of being 7? acobites that muſt attone for blaſpheming ppt 
all the 12 Articles, breaking all the Te Commandmint;% Nor will 
it he-any better-defence that they re ignorant Of all this;: than if” 
enough for iiving'in a zotorions Baudy-loufe, or keeping a conſtant 
and intimate correſpondence with ſome noted Highwayman,after his - 
© marks and name have been in the Gazette, Or Proclamation. Thiſe 
who are concerned know this Fa# to be rrue,. and- if they deny 
it, it may he eaſily made appear to the World in a much broader 
manne?, "Which is writ not to exaſperate, but make them -impar- 
tially refle&, . and ſee- whether our Clergy or theirs \'do molt en- - 
courage Atheiſm. . ps 
Nor muſt the Atheiſt, or - Enemy to the revealed Rekigiin ('be-- 
* tween whom there is no great difference to be found, either in 
diſcourſe or otherwiſe, as to their notions of, or real reverence for 
Almighty God ), they muſt not expett to have--all their fookſh 
objettions againſt the Clergy, crowded into this lictle Paper, be- 
canſe - tkey are bronght againſt common Chriſtianity. AV Td deſire - 
is, that thoſe who are acquainted with any of theſe Gentlemen 
would obſerve them cloſe, and Pm- miſtaken if they dont ſoon | 
find, that notwithſtanding all their clamours againſt the Clergy,and 
whoever pretends to follow or love them, as Hypocrites, and /m:po- ' 
ſtures,on the Senſe and Reaſon of magkind, Sophi/tical arguers, and 
what not; they will in themſelves I-ſay, diſcover thatthefe very - 
rſons who make the objetion have found the way to reconcile 
the heighth of Hypocriſie,and the heighth of Debaxchery ; being for 
the moſt part as 1mmoral and fulſomly lewd as a degenerate Ape. 
that does not puniſhthem, a. Devil whom they dow. believe, or 
their own perverſe Inclinations, which they only follow, can make : 
them. And for their Pretences to Reaſoning, That never any 
Enthuſiaſt impoſed weaker and ſilher Sophi/es on the World, inſtead 
of Argument : Buc 1 ſhall leave theſe to God s Mercy on their 2-- 
pentance, after 1 have <challeng'Q*em to ſhew a Good Liver ant 
thraughly moral man, (though that Yall they pretend'to) ether co1- 
| armed 
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ay. ipoute them, be 
f ox; 4he;;Ordeles of - 
therein colnmir fuch SEO: at ear at 

ent and Chronology a3 a VELY 3 DOY  WOUJAU"-DE albam 
However, this maſt contound all the Tiller fons and Stiliing- 
ets, Burnets, and Cudworths, and Bentley: that ever liv'd, nor-can 
they cyer.tndeed forgive the wa el any morethan an{werthem ) 
boy) baving ſo-oftten-and -with ( anneſs of-cxpreflion,ſharpact; 
of invention-and- ſolid arguments: meerly overebrown their .gdar- 
Jag principles : though the beſt is, as moſt of themare, -an -honcſ? 
-man wouldibe provdof their 7//word,-as much as aþar2d of their 
«Commendation, {ince 1 never knew any of them to whom that. of 
Tertullian, concerning Nero-on his per ſecuting'the Chriſtians would 
-not exactly 'agrtc, Non mf grande aliquod bonnm quod a Nerone 
nah ed aladto chcaglt + carr becmtons ablrve be 
cn ol thee; th 1t may'nt $10 oblerve be- 
fore 1 Tawoy why that there are Petfons of Atherfica/ principles in 
ether FaRtions- of State, -beſides-that of the Fecwbites, particularly 


that which appears moſt pppo/ite ro-them 3 and yet in rwo Things 


{as before hinted) they'very well agree: Firſt, in their Enmity to 


' the Etergy, -and: nnhandiome Treatment of *tm ; -and then intheir 


* 
> 


own (at beſt Scepricaly Printip/es. And one thing here ought 
not to be forgotten, thar though. thele are of {o different and 
-contrary. Fa#7ons in Government, the Jacobite can be good Friends 
wich the Republican? or whatever he 1s, it they have but t1'c 
ſame No-Creed, though he mortally! hates thole who are firm 
*Church -as well as State'; which ſeems a fair Intimation that is 
not for Difference of Politica! Principles, or Changing Principles 
either , that the controycrhie is berween them, whatever. the pre- 


all luck"natters ont of his. Read, { 
_ fon 4» g's te leave to-do it. bans? er”? 
_ *Nor butthat *corould be as uncharatable in” Judgment, 


-. , 
* 


obſerved, «chat 'Rekgion never flouriſhes long | 
Clergy is not encouraged and: protefted, the contrary to. Which/is 
- the inſcparable effet of Debauchery in Faith and Morals, and too- 
often the ſore-runner of. ſome - heavy Calamity and juſt Judg- 
ment. Aad farther ic may be affirm'd with ſufficient certainty, yet 
with modeſty, that *%is not calie co find any perſon of a wruly pious 
Life. and*exemplarily regular Converſation, who has net that .Ffleers 
for rhe Clergy which their: ſacred | Charatter and Office exatts and 
deſerves, Nay, the contrary of this appears ſo odious, even from: - 
the Light of Natare, or cufom of Nations, that 'tis reckoned: by 
all men a picce.of unpardonable raficity and ilt-manners to treat 
%*m atherwile, 'which no ſaber Man will be griilty of, who de- 
fires ro be-thovght 'a Gentleman ; But this rather makes for 
the Order in genera), than for owr ows only. To come cloſer 
then,” it-may be now neceffary to confider what is moſt plau- 
fibly 'urg'd aginft them, by thoſe who are ſo far from Aheifs, 
that too many- of them think and call themſelves, if not the on- 
ty, yer the beſt and pure Profeſſors in the World. And here 
a Cloud of poputar objettions appears againſt them, though the 
beft on't'is, thar let the Cloud look as b/ack as it will, there is 
nothing in it but Wind. © The firſt Broadfde is a lowd one, and 
ſhould ic hit home would fink 'em to rights without any other. 
« Tharthey are all aparcel of Fac»hires,or welt-willers at leaſt to.thar 
« Cauſe and Party. - But ler'sclearall now: weare abour ir ; Their 
good friends urgeon, That they were always of a perſecnting and 
malignant Spirit, Eneviys to the power of Godlineſs, Friends and Defen- 
ders of Arbitrary Powey : Non-refiftance, Pafſive-obedience, and all 
the Engines of Tyranny and Slavery. Not to add that they are #0- 
piſhty-Fefted (the old accufation) Ignorant, IN-preachers, I-hvers, 
and particulatly proud and YJawey to their Superiors and betters- 
There enough tor once, and no doubt, roo many who read 
this will mere wartly - ſubſcribe to. the accn/ation. than conks- \ 
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good 
exat ſorytiny, hers, che but 
IF ge rape, wiies: Nay, they ha 
-of t ty, chough we in-both Facu/ties:s Nay, they have 
the "Contelln of Enemies, who judge more- fairly than theſc pre- 
tercnced Friends, in their: honourable diſcommendations. For in Aſh- 
ton's Plot did not the Memoirs there: produce, acknowledge and , 
complain- of. the *London Minifers particularly that they-were no 
Friends totheir Cauſe, 'but:the worſt (that is tbe bef?)) in the Na- 
tion: It's rrae, "thoſe Papers give a more partial and-awnjuff Zudg- 
ment of others ofthe Clergy, thoſe in the ſeveral Countrics or Em- 
gland, which being {o large they might therein caſily he miſtaken, 
However. we arc thus-far certain from 'the acknowledgment of an 
Enemy, in ſuch papers :as/we may Ccalily beheye were nor delign'd 
when written.to ſce the. Igo;thes the Clergy of London, by much 
the meſt confiderable Body of any in the Nation who bear that cha- 
xeQer:z whether we conſider their greater advantages or acquire- 
ments, their happy *Converſe, or Piety and Learning z that theſc 
were generally the mof.aver/e 10 the cauſe of the Zacobites, and 
that according to their: own obſery ; and this certainly. is the 
greateſt" diſhonowr poſſible to thoſe Enemies of our Countries, ſo 't1s 
4 the faireſt and moſt -authentick Teſtimony in the Honour and Yir- 
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- thar they. arc, 


$t.. Germains - 


our very name and. Communion, mult-be chargd.on theſe whom 
they Have forlaken and lck.; and-come what miſchief - will, the 


Fleet wuh three times the number manfully bear one of out Convoys, 
and take ſome Ships: their. 4rmy-at Land-donble to outs, tall up. 
Gti 15 and kill fore thouſands, thongh we kill of chem double the 
nuwber <. Nay it the Dake of Sawy, the Emperor, or who will of 
the Confederatesb<=bcaten, ſtill *ris crke Church i$Etlam'd tor all; that's 
- the eaule on, and till-rhat be down, rhings will never beright. And 
now 4 think oirt, 't!s great pity none of theſe Patriots have yer hit 
vpon the old experiment, of (clling the; Church: Lends (after "the 
+ Tmpropriatiens arc quite fw.//owed, and 14 ever thele would be gipeſt- 
ed) cocxcuſe ikemſclves and carry on: the War more 'vigironſly ; 
or at kealt ereb/y charging the Clergy, who all over Englind bave ſuch 

- Fat Bemfices, ' and lives 1.1 fuch peace and plenty. that they roll in 
Money, and {carce know What 10 do with ir. 'Buc ob this more a- 
NON» | 
The next accuſation is, T hat the Church and Cl-rgyof England v 
arc of a perſ-curing-melignant Spirir, Enemies.ro the, power of Godli - 
_ neſs, and ſo on. But before r[1115 15 enquir'd into, | w::uld defir: che 
cbjeftors ro conſider ingentovt]y to whom unde: Ged ir is that they 

' owe their prefkent Liberty.” Whether *cis nor to an Eglith Partia- 
ment ? and whether the Parliament be not made up of fuch as are 
profeſt Members of the Church of England, both Laity and Cle gs 7 
wherher or no this l»oks like Perſecutian ? and whecher wo cod 
or did ub-ain anv ſica fav ur of them when they were time vos 
in power? After this we muſt have one or two Oyeſtions more, tir 
theclear decifion of this marter. Firſt, Whar is perſ-ciion 3 and 
Secondly, What is the power of Godlineſs ? and till thele are 4j- cifed 


he Clergys Enemies do bur fight With the Air and beg the Queſt; 
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ſhould 


of Se#s might preretid to that Honowr and the Bleſſing attending it, 
_ as well Fack a-Leyten when his Fleſh was pulling oft with red hoc 


io the Right, and ſuffers for Righteonſneſs ſake, which Itake to be 
the true TharaRer of Perſecution (not for Fa#ion and Stubborpeſs 
and diſobedience ro his Superiors) docs not ſure make him ever the 

 rnore in'the right: And it he be nor, atbeſt can go no higher than 
a miſtaken Conſcience, Which where *cis not wholly voluntary, may 
ſomething mitigate, bur can't excuſe a Sin, much lels make the (ut- 
fering for it commence a Virtue. 

Baving once fix'd theſe Rules, ſuppoling the Clergy for the re- 
moving of Schiſm and other Inconvenicnces had been a/! for put- 
ting the Laws in Execution againſt chole whodilubey'd *em ; this had 
not amounted ro Perſecution, unleſs thoſe who ſuffer do firſt prove 
(all che different, nay contradiftory Sets) that Twas for the Truths 
of Chriſt they ſo ſuffer'd ; which Pm ſure they can never all dogand 
I'm pretty confident none of *em can, and which til! they have 

_ done they ftill do nothing to the purpoſe. 

: . * Notthat 1 would by any thing I've faic cicher vindicate the t09 
4 great heat,] may call it Fury of fome Men in thoſe days,againſt their 
Rs enifbuken Eretbren,. 1 ans ſo fat from it that Tm ready to doubt, as 
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our Saviour ſaid to ſome of his' b ſt Diſiples in a Cafe nor a'to 
ther unlike it, Te &.0w rot nt Spitit yu ave of, 'Weare 
lince.bur too certain who ras lay behind the Curtain, whoſe 
Had was in a'l this, and tha: "Twas the Papilts play*d ſome of us- a- 
 gainſ chem, and molt of chem againſt us, both before and ater ; 
while they flood by and laugh'd ar us, as they had a great deal of 
rexſon. Va lo far I fay, Irom approving ſuch praQices as theſe to 
Þ ing men to my nol tho' Vm (atisfh'd, and L 00 ori- good 
rounds, that Fin i the right, that much doubt wherher Force be. 
awful in any magers of pure Religion nd am fo far fronTTtepining 
at the Liberty which thy (1 think) miſt:ken Brethren enjoy to lerve 
God in their own manner, that | frarikly declare (be who will an- 
 gfy) 1 thank God1 live to fee that day wherein Church has 
given away cven the power of making ule of any other bur Chrifi- 


an and manly 5s co convert her miſtaken Children to. her 
Communion. notwithſtandirg this conceſſion, and my own 


opinion (as far as *twill go) That tuch Force as has been w'd was 
neicher prudent, nor ſo Chriftian : yet I Gay, it does not follow 
that the uſing this Force was Perſecution, any more than that 
' the Samaritans had been perſecnmted if the Dilciples conld have 
done what they deſired, apd aQtually call'd down Fire from 
Heaven to con{ume*em. [I further affirm, that far from 4/7, nay 
or the major part of the Clergy of Eng/and'were for ſuch proſecuti- 
ons as thiſ”, tho? exaſperated by all that could work upon. Fiz 
and Bled, their former il! uſage, and probable expeffations of 
kaviag the fame or worſe repeated. 

And here | cai? help it'if | make thoſe who are tco nearly con- 
cern'd .in what follows argry with me, fince if they are ſo, I'm 
ſure *cis only becauleT tell 'em the Truth,and that a Truth neceflary 
{or the Defence of thar good cauſe I have undertaken, and ica- 
{onable roo confidering the preſent unchriftian animoſities berween 
them and us The ſubſtance whereot is, © That never was there 
&* any Sc of Men who had (i ſay not Law) bur fo much as Pew. 
« 8r in their Hands, who have been ſo moderate in it as the 
« Church of England. Neverany whole prattices, principles, and 
expreſſions have not farther tranſgreſſed the bounds of - Chriſtian 
modcration: Nor do | defire *emto believe one word of this till 1 
have prov'd it by an Induttion from al! ſorts of Proteſtants here in 
England,who either have had Power in their Hands, or even the 
bare proſpett, or ſometimes fo much as deſire of ir. - What 1 bring 
ſhall be Fa#, and as far as I know, «:thoritiyz and let thoſe who 
find their parties pinc/?./ blame them and not rae, who am nor che 

Author of the Fas or Sayings, but Relater only, 
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more ſevere 


Cre, they were alſo zxcommuticated for the ſame : If this was not in 
# Sang 


legal authority or juſt power,ſhould yet complain of Severity, when 


, 


Fribn,or neareſt Rela, Wife, Hoband, Child, Fter, or who- 
er did Vat with a bitof Bread or cup of Wa- 


# Sangvuinary'as well as an unnatural Law, 1 know not what 
was z and por pat was ever made by any of our Communt- 
61. But'no-wonder they did "this to private perſons, when they 
pretendedtheir-power reacht even to SUE 'Atts of Parliament, 
and'diſcharge Sj &s of their obedience ; than which more was 
never mag 7 poop by Pope'or Council inall the height of their. 
mad 3 ' $$ { b | | , F 

\There' can hardly be more publick As than theſe, but if we 
are for: ſeeing them or-worſe reduced into prattices, nothing can 
ever fiye higher than the Coverarr, by which th:y ſwore todeſtroj 
antichriſtian Prelacy': enjoynd by them both in Scorland and Eng- 
land; and on the penalty to thoſe who refuſed or but deferred the 
taking of ir, 'of being eſteen”d Enemies toReligion, to the King 
and: Kingdom, and Corfi/cation of all their Rents or Profits ; be- 
ing made incapable of any Office or Benefit, appearing before the 
Parliament, and beſides all-this, receiving ſuch further puniſhment 
as ſhould be thought fit. _ | 

PII not yet ink on- particular paſſages or inſtances only, but 
firſt make uſe of publick atts, by the wiſeſt and greateft of their par- 
ty ; and undoubtedly after the moſt marure deliberation. 

Of which kind was the Ordinance of Parliament for putting the ' 
Divef&ory-in Execution, which exprefsly enjoynd, © That if any 
« perſon Or perſons ſhould at any time after the date, thereof, uſe, 
« or cauſe the Book of Common-Prayer to be uſed in any Church, 
<« Chappel; or publick place of Worſhip, or in any private place 
<« or Family Within the Kingdom of England, &c. every perſon 
« fo offending ſhould for the Firſt ofence pay the Sxmof Five pounds, 
<« for the Second Ten, for the Third ſuffer a whole years Impriſon- 
« ment without Bay! or /ainprize. ' This is homr, and *cis hard 


that thoſe who refus'd this Liberty of Conſcience, nay even to the 


King himſelf, even in private Families, and did this: without any 


never 
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. FS againſt*em..* Nor was” this a 
oy ny noanen Loren who di 
vil remeay Eh the V4 
of the ; ps the'C e 
oe gfe the Independant fa EDTs aries" 

Tt W&ere, tne naants any 0 

| and-poper? Tho” they pretended would be,” we don't find 
ir; for when ÞE unſwfhar tray ar Arg ws. -out of 


doors, the Epiepel Clrgy ſtill /uſfer?d; Dor couldi'they by uny - 


ncaa be ; toſerve God as their Conſciencer dire&ed them ; 
even tho Addreſs was made to Cromwell by-thoſe for whom he pre- 

ed to have a great Eſteem, to obtain this Eaſe, which was then 
gran to the Jews themſelves, (who *tis aid, were'to have had 

t. ParPs Cathedral ſold to 'em for a” Synagogue, ) ant tho' ſuch 
Liberty, was once promis'd 'em in a good fit by. the Uſerper.. 

Well then, were the. 4nabapriſt any. better, when they had a- 
ny hopes ar Appears pearance of getting the Reins, -a great part of the 
Army being of that 
ſay nothing of their Government in Munſter, the only place I ever 
heard of where they were'«b/olure Maſters, all thoſe who remem- 
ber 'em.at that time of our Troubles, give ſuch an account of their 
behaviour as ſeemsfar eno.igh from any ſuch moderation. They not 
only ſtiPd the then: Rulers, ©* Apoſtatical, illegal, ryrannical and 2 
* Sodomitiſh Generation, Wherein they might not be much miſta- 
ken,. but poſitively talkt in their Plpits, particularly at the Fu- 
neral of their great Pendarvis, ©* That the Lords people muſt now be 


* a Bloody-people, that they muſt up and'be doing the Lords work, , 


« it being not now the Dj/penſation of the Lamb (true enough with 
&« them) but of the Lyor : and this not a Hot-brain'd: Zealot or 
two amongſt 'em, but one and all was the Word in that great mul- 


titude. 


[ have given yetbut few particular J»ftances, having confin*d my.” 


ſelf more to theaCtions of whole parry;, and their ement to- 
wards our Communion ; eſpecially of the: two former. | What 
work ſhould I then make, if I did but dip into-the moſt famous and 
authentick Sermons and Writings of thoſs diſtracted times ; which 
to read would make one ſuſpect ſome body had impoſed pon onr 
Fare-Fati;ers, and left juch expreſſions in their Books:#nd, Names, 

as the Honeſty and Good nature f an Engliſhman :conld-never be 
guilty of, nor. any cther except Caribals Or Mad-men.: ? was but 
a moderate expreſſioa which Whitlock mentions: of Baſtwick, when 
calld to give in his Anſwer corcerning the-Biſhops, mcomparit yo" 


opinion ? E-doubt we ſhan't find emo; forto ' 


at fro | e wretch has the wickedneſs to f@ 
of the. ceverend Body in groſs, © Thoſe bor Ra yr: $oup 
ane trams _return, Hogs, Dogs, Wolves, Beaſts, - 


-ſoch of them in-our *Pulpzrs, -or Books, tho 
il as they ate, that ' found: in 4 Land) 
, "Mr:-Caſe s Zeal went fo far,as"roundly and poſitively to 
ſert 1n-thePreſs that they had ſind the Six againſt theHoly-Ghoſt; 
_ which-we hardly dare aſfert even of the Regicides themſelves, how - 
_ fair ſoever'they-mighr be for-it. Were thoſe for 7 olerarior, who 
reverently: tell their auditory; tho? a whole Parliament (Houſe of 
Conmmons/1mean,) that this would be no better then ** Fj Go 
Fight Devijz Fight Chriſt Fight Antichriſt ; and that Liberty 
ber of fares ck Flouſes Wipe: Sonlrand Body ,entthar the Dor, 
berty.of Efta Fves,Souls YS; tthe Devil, - 
nor Chit has bi I in the —_— - Conſcience : Is it 
much of the Spirit mn or the pothey of Godlineſs to 
<«: That'when- the Biſhops could not” be preach'd nor prof D— 
s (-wherein they were very right ) that what the Word coul 
<«< notthe Sword'muſt do; or as other E er ac on not only 
. Or as es 


+ - be palled wp, but the Biſhops banged up be | 
- again, / leaſt the Parliament ſhould not have been eager enough, 
-< Curſes be he that with-holds his Sword from Blood. © 
Bur:Pmweary and aſhamed, -and pray God to convert thoſe 
who applaude fuch age as this, and are ſtill of the ſame mind. 
I know herell be obj to al this, that Recriminarion is no very 
fair way of arging, ſince it does not clear me from a Fault, that 
} prove another: is gailry of the ſame ; and beſides, that all thisis 
- paſt, and motto be'ripe up again, ſince it does but exaſperate, - 
and widen the breach among Proteſtants, when we have moſt nee 
co be united againſt the Common Enemy. To the firſt, it may be 
replyed, - that ': Recriweination 1s at leaſt a good argument, ad 
hominem ;, ſufficient, and indeed the. moſt proper, to ſilence the 
_ when we prove they are guilty of the /ame things where- 
they accuſe us.” But yet more : Theſe things are not brought 
£0 recriminare, but to prove the propoſition juſt now aſ- 
, . That or Church andClergy when in power , had been more 
modexate-than any-Other ſore of people, which was m—_—_— 
IC 


” 
4 A 4 
$5.65 


—__—_————_—_— 


| ! » be 
y+196--ar Clergy is alſo paſt, unleſs they,think themſe]ves 
and, 'tisthe ”"__ that Marvel takes, who.gges back as far as 
| the Srar-chamber, and. beginning of the Wars,, to reflect on. thoſe 
of that Charter: For . widening Breaches, *tyere- heartily -t0 
be wiſht thoſe were more- careful how they did _ it themſelves, 
who obje&t it againſt others : Or do they, think the: Breach-may 

lawfully, or can poſſibly be widened of our fide and-not of theirs, 

by their continued ſome Reflef5ons, both publick end pri- 
vate, which leſt we ſhould make it yet wider, we muſt by no- 
means wipe off ? But there-are two further Reaſons, which we 
. wiſh were not true, but being fo, will come more home than any 
of the cher. Tho firſt, That we never yet heard of ſo muchas 
one ſingle perſon concerned in the worſt and blackeft- attions- of 
thoſe Times, that ever declared they repented, but rather gloried- 
in 'em, Pl inſtance in tha horrid Vihany, which-makes any true 
Engliſhman ſhudder to hear it, the barbaroxs Murder of the: beſt 
King that we ever had. It's true in the laſt two Rejgns they uſu-- 
ally ſbuffed it from one to *rorher, and were not arrived to that 
height of 7mpudence publickly to own it, but now in open and 
_ avowed affront, not only to the memory of that Excellent and moft 
Pijows Prince, and to his Royal Relations now Reigning, but to- 
the Laws of the Nation , for which they pretend fo high a Xe- 
verence, to fay _— of the Church, which they'd only laugh 
at , they dare Feaſt and Revel on that day when all good men meet 
together to dere and bewail the T; 7 afedy ated upon it, and-beg 
of God that that Innocent and Royal blood may not light upon the. 
Nation. Theſe worſt of Barbarians, baſer than Cromwell himſelf, 
won't let that poor Prince reſt in his Grave, and this not only 
the old hardened Wolves, if any of them are yet lefr,, whoſe muzzels 
were dipr in his Blood, but even a young Litter, bred up to yelp toy 
the ſame Wore, as if they were afraid they ſhould not have: a 
ſhare in their ( impenitent ) Fathers Damnation. A' juſt indig- 
nation has forced theſe expreſſions from me, which none ] m ſ.re- 
will think too much, who is a true memberof the Church of 
En7land ; and |doubt not but all who are fo will joyn with me: 
therein, when they conſider the Cax/e,, and ſee Ludlows Letter. 
.. and other Pamphlers of th: ſame brazd itill /marming, and { mnci» 


fince. 


lick 


bo P 
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moderate party.among all theſe who” Diſſcnr from us, hae us 
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And here, were we to deal with adverſaries that wngennity cond 
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| Clergy wor 200k; way? 00 lately too, and 
than ever we Nay, tho? we take-in 
_—__ for Yana tho! the Mob uſed to make 
;, they, neither offer'd violence to their 
ria od Houſes.- 
hs far into Scorland, let noneexpet 1 ſhould 

any of the Flowers of Scotch Eloquenee ;, For 
«tru ſeen that Book anſwered any other way 
ng one Cemwry with another, there being ſuch groſs 
| in both, that "tis PER | think either ever ſaw the 
Tk _ 'eſdes | believe tho ws oo do' as much excel * 
the Scorch in Preaching, as in Tempe: and Living : Tho I confeſs 
tis not .caſy - _— an angry Smile, when one finds ſome peo- 


le, after having been ſo ___ and juſtly blamd and ridicuPd 
= in and affetti gen ſame Error, And *mapt 
w yo rents Bs hen Mr. H----y of Cambride but this very laſt year 


pon to print ſis Goſpel-Feaſt, *uwas fore En: 
of h het bi not his Friends tho! he tells us ſo in the Epiſtle, that ft 
him about it : See but his Bu of Fare elſe, whereof he fays his 
Feaſh, is composd, and let not the Reader call me proſane for re- 
citing it, whatever he thinks of him for firſt publiſhing it. p. $53. 
The Supper fays he, .is ſerv'd up in this following Account. 
«* Milk for Babes ; Meat for Strong-men ; The Lamb of God ; 
* The fatted C alt for Prodigals ; The Nhow.at Rich- -Forgive- 
&« nels; The Feaſt of Holinets, or the Bunch of F/ſp in SanQtifi- 
« cation of the Spirit. The hidden Manna of EleCtion ; 1he 
Royal Dainties of Aſſurance ; ( among which he reckons the Wiite 
Stone, p. 10y. tho? very hard -mear. ) The Evangelical- Homyronb 


” dropping Free Grace. ** The Fatneſs of God's houſe ; The Mor- 


& ſel of Hope ; The Full-meat of Contentment ; The Oy | of Joy 3 
« The Continual Diet of perſeverance : and a grcit deal mure 
« gr't., And hereonce for all, let no Reader fay Pm roo birr-- 
in this Paper, ſince I let paſs even this with more difdain and pi- 
ty than Anger, tho? ?tis not | confeſs eaſy to refrain, when fuch 

fff i cy r the only Sprrical-Preaching ; when this is the Fr4jr 
Sk, as he tells his Hearers, the So;ls of fo many have luſted 
after, *and no doubt eſteem theſe berter Sermons than any that have 
been preached either at St. Lawrence's Or at St, Aifary's at 10 
theſe 37> years. 

But 'tis now time to have a little Diſcourſe concerning th | 
two dreadful Bugbears,Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive-Obedience, and the 
forwardneſs of the Engliſh Clergy to encourage Popery and T yranny. 


Went 
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And ſince that ſeems their frnal "Reſolution, 
more talk with **m on' this SubjeR. - * * Wm 
Irs certain all Chriſtians, even thoſe who make the Objection, 
do'in' ſome ſence hold both thoſe'principles, now; by many,' in 
grofs condemmn'd; 1 mean Non-Reſiſtance, and Paſſive-Obpdierce. 
Are we not/to'be Subje# to the Higher-Powers,. not for Wy arh, but 
Conſcience : And, is in Maſters, 'not'only 'gocd and gentle, bur al. 
ſo to the + oward;, or is" not this ſtill as good Scripture'as ever ?. 
Does it become a Chriſtian forevery flight mjury, conceivd, or re- 
ally inferr'd by 'Supertors, to fly out into apjoſſrio and Rebellion ; 
and atthis rate, would their be any peace in the World ; any ſet- 
tled Government,or ought beſides Anarchty and Confuſion * Does not 
the Chriſtian Religion teach us:rather to ſ«ffer thav to: count (it 
Evil ? and have not theſe very perſons who make the ObjeCtion of- 
ren-pleaded, even in Terms, their Paſſive-Obedjence, and ſubmit- 
ring to what they thought unjuſt Penal Laws, as an excufe for not 
actively obeying : Nay,, carrying this ſo high as if they thought 
thoſe Laws thereby entirely fatisfi'd, tho' the ſame way of argu- 
ing would excuſe the greateſt Malefattor : Thus much then muſt 
he granted, that there are ſuch things as Paſſive-Obeajence, and 
Non-Reſiſtance in a ſound ſence, and that they are great Chriſtian 
Duties,own'd and-acknowledgd by all parties, tho? generally more 
pleaded by thoſe below, and more preft by thoſe above. They were 
arg d and preſs'd formerly by thoſe now ſo eager againſt 'em : For 
in the late times, when the Anabapriſts were like to get uppermoſt, 
cir Texts were preſently brought to bear againſt em : They were 
rold ( in Huobs his Book before mentioned, Edwards $ and twen- 
ty others ) that they ought not to ©* deſpiſe Dominijons, ſpeak Fvil 
« of Pienitys, Or.refiſt the Powers, They were minded of propie- 
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take leavenever to amend, 
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their perſuaſion. | | 

© But this has not only been-preſt, upon others, by thoſe in pow- 
er, but alſo pleaded by them 1n ſubjeftion'to vindica theinſetves, 
and that I believe , very near in the fiill e: tent that it has been 
firaigd too by any in our Communion. The Diſſenters from 
from the eſtabliſht Government, tho not ſo many as they fan- 
cy, muſt yegbe own d a too conkiderable; part in the Body of the 
Nation ; Theſe were for ſome tice ſeverely i enough handled 
by the Encouragement and exprels Diretions of thoſe at Helm 
in former Reigns ;, and that in ſeveral caſes, as they thought, co-+ 
.traiy.to Law: as the pulling down their Aeeting-Houſes by the 
Rabble undoubtedly was. Yet. t! ey. bore all, they ſtill plead- 
ed their 1noffenſiveneſs , Submiſſion , and Pafive-Obedience in 
all th:ir Apologies. They would be thought in earneſt ſure in 
this Plea, and that 'twas not want of power only to reſt which 
made %*em not do it, but becauſe 'twas really againſt their 
Conſciences ; otherwiſe they dealt not fairly e ther with the 
pablick- or the Government, and this was only a falldcioxs, not a 
true Reaſon of their Submiſſiov. Nay, did not the Non-con:, of one 
of the moſt conſiderable Citys in England, in their addreſs to 
King Fares, aſſure him upon the Word of the Godly, © That 

 « they abhorred all Rebellion upon a y preten e whatjorver ; not 

urging as fome have do: e, the Inſtance of Hezekiabs Rebef;no a- 

gainſt the King of Babylon, mn excuſe and defence Of it, 

Beſides this, there are two things to be urg d in micigativn of a 
miſtake among our Clergy,if vhey have too many of em, in their 
turns, over-ſtrain?d fuch teh as theſe in the late Reigrs; and 
thoſe are obhgations to the Crown,and the juſt apprebenſion they $24 
of the contaary extreme,and the DoCtrines which encourage em. 
As tor the firſt, tis very well krown how politickly ard 
cloſely the Stare wiited the Church to it ſelf at the Reforme- 
tion ; for which indeed who can blame +4: : had their teen, ar 
the fame time, but ſuch juſt proviſion made for ths Clergy as 
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ical ). Diſpiſets of | 
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extreine it $ certain the eontrary 
..continein : the preaching, __ 
e, 


+ notorious mercer of Fatt to teſtific againſt 'em. I ſay the Fattion, 


rareful tO Benefators ; and what: good Man will not 
if this Graritnde fhoult in fome InJtances have carry'd 
compliant and obedience, tho never near. 
.,A_B. Craumer went before them ; or at worſt 
tterly to knock this objetion down ) was-it not a more. no- 
ble.and handſome errcr, than to core the Adob, to ſtand Ca 
in Hand to our Swveraign Lord the Frople, it matters not muc 
whether with Captain Tom of Old Nott or the Head of %em ; which 
party has run into, and till 
inciples of ſome men being 112d 


exactly to make the peop humour the,Rabble. 


_.. And twas the juſt apprehenſions of wiſe and ſoft men, that 
the ſame party were driving on the ſame. Proje&, they had for- 


merly, Which yet further irdu2d many of 0: r Communion (cer-. 
tainly Lay Gent. as well as of the Clergy) to lean too far to the 
contrary extreme. They knew the only way to make a crooked 
thing ſtrait, was to bend it farther on the other ſide than its »a- 
tural poſture ; and if they did over-do, and ſtrain it a Thought too 
far, not reſting in the exa&t individual Arithmetical mean, this 
however only argues 'em men, and fallible, and was an Error fo 
near the Truth, that is deſerves and exafts a much ſofter treatment 
than has been given it. 

Eſpecially when they found the ſame principles and prattices on 
Foot, which had'not half a Centwry before, reduc'd us into ſo much 
confuſion and miſery. When 'twas broached, and particularly 
believ d, © That the power was in the eopte; not only fimdamen- 
rally, or as to ſpecification ;, neither of theſe would do the work, 
but even attxaly : ſo that they might call their Aafters to account 
as often ag their many-Heads and no-Brains thought convenient. 


"When the Biſhops were yelpt againſt as lowdly as in Forty-One, 


and Lampoons againſt 'em almoſt&s common as Garzettes, and the 
hopes and expectations of thefadverſe party fo full and hjgh 
for the utter ruine cf Epiſcopacy, and re-eſtabliſhment of their ſelves 
or zo:bing. . And whether this was not, for ſome years after 
Eighty, the very Creed of the Fation ? whether this were in the 
leaſt doubted among 'em, and were not the common ſubject of 
their moſt pleaſing Diſcourſes, I leave to their own Conſcrencesand 


=; 


ing men, who lov'd 
do, into the contrary extreme : They 
_ that abſoure Monarchy was to be ( olute Anarchy, 
a 'bad Government before none at aS*and if they threw them- 
ſelves atthe' Feer of a Lyon to avoid a whole Kennel of Hounds, who 

can:blame "em. | 

After all, there remains this ſtill to be added in their juſt de- - 
fence; that that as they never dealt ſo ſeverely with others Conſci- 
ences as they bave done with thei neither did they ever car- 
ry Arbitzary Power ſo high as their Werſarys, who open ſo hotly 
againſt Wpygnder that pretence. -And this will appear if we go 
back ei to the Times of our Fathers, or thoſe which we our 
ſelves can yet remember. Ship-mony ?is true might be, and ap-- 
s, actually was, arbitrarily impogd on the Nation, by the 
Ring only, on the advice of ſome great Lawyers, on an eminent 
Exigency for once and no more : But were not Taxes after Taxes, 
ongs þ yearly levy d by the Tail of a Parliament, nay the very 
Rump of that Rump, when not only King and Lords, were ſtruck 
off, but at laſt all even of the Commons, that would not go 
through-ftirch with whatever Oliver or his Maſter would have %em. 
But to take yet a larger Compaſs ; was not the Covenant, as before, 
impos'd as arbjtraliry as any thing can be imagin'd, and what 
party was't that impos'd it, and almoſt univerſally took it ; or do 
they think the King alone can be arbitrary, and *tis not in the pon - + 
er of any other part of our Con/t;rutzon tobe ſo, if they never fo 
much deſired it, or let them do what they woud. Well, if the 
caſe be: there, they would- ſtill be caft, though we muſt come a 
little lower to convince 'em, For can they with any modeſty af- 
firm that the Diſpencing-Power, which in effe&t deſtroys and vacates 
all Law, was ever ſo generally acknowleds'd and made uſg of by 
our Clergyas they were in the latter end.of the Reign of the late 
K. James ? Were ever they ſuch Enemies to Parliaments ( who 
ve ſo often and ſo deeply obligd 'em') as the Regulators were, 
ho would have alter'd the very Eſſence of **m, and- made the 
King, not the' People, the Elkfor ; which woud have made it a 
Court-Parliament with a witneſs, of which many of the ſame per- 
. ſons are now ſo much afraid ;, and of which fide were thoſe Xegu- 


letors.... 
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Y ef ANF RET Ny rat in fome former oteng No there' 
bE » . - more ingenious excuſe than this, which ſome of *em have' made, 


| and which better becomes thoſe that have need on't ; nag. i 
* the/ſevere u ang formerly met with, ere at 
| <firſt ypc ry extreme, and k Feyond 
| becauſe 'tis but do ſo, , 
but then == reivember to let it paſs 'to0-an occaſions, 
- and to us-as well as them; and thatour provocations were - | 
Higher t as well as without and againft-all Low, has been 


ug - already oY IT dGantot be:deny?d, 
4 :--» But left they they ſhould again forget all this,and {o many thouſand 
4 | of "Addreſſes, as. if well 'managd, will be yet" ſſheient 0. 
'Hpply St. James's and St.. Ge#maj;+s too with, till. the Waris 
” . -over; Imuſt beg leave-to refreſh their memories with a few re- 
\markable'p paſſages in thoſe Papers, which by: no aneans ought to;be 
oft, whereby Pm miſtaken it it don't appear that our Church atidl 
Clergy are not the only perſons who can Flarrer Princes, when they 
are kmd to*em and oblige em. \' In theſe they:own d K. James tO 
- be. © their Covering-Cherub, under whoſe: refrefhing ſhadow they 
6 protnixd chemſd) elves Reft : and-{\not) to be ungrateful ) pro- 
<* miſe him alſo, truly to'/e-vethe ntereſt of his Power and Great- 
, eſs, « That he'had taken'care as a'Common Father for the 
« 500d of all his People ; © That he had been in the. whole 

< Courſe of his Reign,” a wiſe and merciful King : {much alike, 
and both juſt as true as what follows ) <* That they are, for Me- 
< narchy; as the ofily-aricient Zepal and righrfiul Government of 
© the Nation.* Others thanking him 7/0 his tranſcendart and 
© anparallel d Favour : the /atter indeed it might be, for a Pop 

Prince to Tolerate his Proteſtant Subjeas, but for the former t 
-- as 'twas intended. They have made a Moſes of him for this their 
wonderful-Deliverance from the Penal Laws” Egyptian Bondage ; 
\- and for the fame'wiſh him all the Divine Beatitudes of Gol. 
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- * That ey 
0 7 That: he was'& 
« Epettcspo Rea Good-: + * 

"mY ; and that they'd emulate all his other Sub- 
-, jets in Loy bedience : That he was certatnly the moſt ] 
___ tender and affeQionate Prince that ever ſway'd the Scepter of his -. ** 
: oing all the- expelt ations,and deſerrs of his SubjeRts : 

in London * That wi nftant Emulation they 11 


t forwardind faithful Wtheir Allegiance. Praying, 
Heaven may ever Crown him ; that he may have 
along, a ous, and a glorious Reign :  FThat long may live 
Tames the Juſt ;, Nay, that he may. live for ever. Nor: let. any: 
think I wrong em in one expreflion, for they may find all theſe, 
and I believe yet-groſſer in the Addreſſes for Burry, St. Edmonds, . 
A , Lancaſhire, Eſſex, Exon, Leiceſter-ſhire, Gleuceſte: -ſhire, 
S aſbhire. 

Webs mie K. James afterwards declare, © That he was 
« encouraged by multitudes of Addreſſes, and magy other aſſu- 
& rancesof his SubjeRs, to ſee this his Declaration preſerved with- 
& out;,Deſtruttion. And we may hence obſerve the njuſtice and par- 
tiatity of the two oppoſite Fattions in the Nation, one of which, 
made ita great objection againſt K. Charles the 1f#, and his. Go-- 
vernment, that he diſpens'd with the Laws, and ſav'd a few Prieſts, 
who were accusd of (no other Crime but their Religion, and yer 
they could encourage and accept the'ſame Diſpenſing Power, in a 
much higher and notorious manger, when they themſelves were 
concern'd in#;- The contrary party complain that in the pre/enr 
Reign, men of Republican Principles are too much encouraged: ; but 
ket theſe look back to the latter end of their own dear RK; fame:, 
and ſee who were then uppermoſt ; What ſort of Men were i 
his Offices, his Counc:ls, his Clofcrs, and this will for ever. ſiltnc? 
thaffobjetion, if they have any modeſty left. 

"Tis now time to procecd to the next acc/ation of our Clergy, 
that they*re of an ji Liſe, and particularly ſome ſort of people 
blame 'em as over-proud to their Saperiors; fawey with their 
;Betters, carrying ir highly even towards Gentlemen : the old com- 
| zbaint JL e/ againit Sh. - ui 2 5 | ny es > 4 
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als in fine inftorces, debel> their minds, 
be found of 'em either leſs learned;-or religious: 
this , conſidering the miſerable proviſion that's made for their 
ſy in ſo many Pariſhes, what wonder if -:en of worth are 
_ not io forward to run into ſuch Ales aud farve there ;. conſe- 
oue that the people and parrons muſt be content with ſuch as 
they. can get, not to add that *tis oftentimes with them the 
worſe the better : As it may happen too ſometimes in greater pla- 
ces, where alPs left to poplar Eleftions, where''tis no wonder if 
Mr. Mob ſhould chuſe one as like rbew/etves as they can poſſibly 
find, and as we have ſeen they have really doae in ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces. If to this we add the conſtant and dangerous effefts of a long 
| Peace, and the general decay of Piety, whick has been for ſome 
years growing upon the Nation, which cart be fuppos'd wholly to 
have eſcap'd al the Clergy, and that notwithſtanding all this, they 
p may compare with atty eftabliſh'd Clergy, either or preſent, 
of this or other Nations ; take I ſay, but all this together, and 
twill be a ſufficient. Defence on this Head againſt ſome wrbappy 
Inſtances (t00 many if but oze ) of Immoralities in the Clergy,which 
are {0 greedily ſnatched up, and fo vaſtly magnifi:d by their many 

and mnveterate Enemies. 

' But they are.not civ;/ enough to Gentlemen ;, and perhaps o' to- 
ther ſide, the Gentlemen are not civil exough to them; tho' iffflced 
that's no ſign of their Gentry ; a Gentleman, as before, know- 

ing very well what reſpet is due to the Gow, let who will wear 
it, and thence being more ready to overlook and pardon faults, c- 
yen when they are real, than magnifie and devulge em, much 1-1 
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asSin Phyſic, even in a- hi degree. Nor tis 
a Man, I. "co Pore becauſe perhaps be has but one 
100 a year, and another that's near him 5 or 800, nay wha.'s 
more common than the /z/s Eſtate the better Gentleman ? Far 
how often do we ſee that neither Birch nor Money gives Gentility, 
which conſiſts in the manners, not anypurely external Qualifica- 
rions  AClergy-man of ſenſe will reſpe& 2 true Gentleman, ut he 
mult beg the lon of many who are cal*d fo, if he thinks as {it 
tle of them y can of him, and requites their Scorn with pa-- 
, . He mult again beg their Worſbjps pardon if he cart forbear 
miling when he ſees how fall and big they*llrol{by,when they come 
up witha Clergy-man;. and how highly they think they Hononr 
any of %em it they condeſcend to admit *em into their Company,,. 
* for which they cart do leſs in civiliry or Conſcience then fall down 
and worſhip them. If worſhipful Patron ſhould be ſacha Fool to 
ſet up for an Arhesft, it may be his Parſon has no more manners 
than tothink him to, and confute ſome of his dearly-beloved opini- 
ons when he yents 'em iri Company, whereas he had been in a fair 
way to convert *em all from Chriſtianity, had he but let him run 
on in the Flood: of his Eloquence without. oppoſition 5; Much more 
wnpardonable ſtill is his Sin, if he happen to be Chaplain to the Fa- 
| ; where if he has the Honour of an apper-Servant, let him 
ſay he has a good place on't ; But if he ſtir one 7ach further, and- 
etend to adviſe, much more contraditt --- Sir Crape ! withdraw ! 
ow your diſtance, is the word : No' Abigail at this rate; a 
fine world indeed,if your Maſter mayn*t be: dard without your- 
| ſamcy ringing ! | 
Or if he ſhould be fo fortunate to carry dear Abjoi! at laſt, 
here's more mortal! Dudgeon {till behind, Madam Fiddle is in 2 
rerrible agony for fear her Maid ſhould come to ,, 
live as 4 as her elf, or at leaſt wear a finer ;g þjgh for 'em, let "em 
Gown than the Mzſtriſs of the Pariſh. O the a- come to boneft Wolſex,of 
bominable reigning Sin of Pride ; well theſe cir own x4 of 
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-  But-is there no way to hamper this Leviarhan ? can nothing make- 
* Him 6s MANA? Fe verily,there are divers-and good - who 
4 ar hy ent res -Uncon rent cul- 
95" ft Impoſſibils recovering * dues; Cheats 3ſhio- | 
ers ;mauling him in Taxes; clapping Fanaticks on the Pack, 
Spirting in'their mouths, and looing *em on againſt him; and a- 
bove all, that glorious } parable mcdern Invention, worth ten 
times more than all the a ones of Pancirolius, Bonds Of Refignation : 
. ., Well fare the Soul of honeſt Sir Simmn, for ſaying there's no burr 
-  4n%em; bat whether he had or no tis the ſame thing, they muſt 
'needs be good they are ſo very convenient ; a rare Inſtrument that 
es for a' hundred good uſes, and a thouſand 'pitys *tis that 
,” all the Patrons in-England. han't yet the Grace to make uſe on't ; 
oratleaſt, that all that Uo ſhould be Regiſterd to poſterity, for 
their own Fame, and the Examples of others. The many good 
uſes hereof can ſcarce he imagin*d : There may be auliyy conveni- 
ent parcel of. Glebe lying near the Squires Demean Lands}, or 
*twould do rarely well to get both that in' his own Hands and 
Tenants to0,Tithe-free,or at leaſt the beſt on't, or to preſerve what 
A they have illegally gotten from the Church already : Or they 
= have or may have ſome cracke Kinſwoman of their own, tackt on to 
2 'the Parſonage, like a Grievance to a Mony-Bil, the taking off © 
whom may be the honourable Condition of the aforeſaid ligation ; 
or at beſt, to make the Ircambent only Tenant for Tears, reſerving 
the Propriety for ſome Blockhead of ( perhaps ) his Worſhips own 
' bepetting. 'Or leaſt the Thing in black ſhou'd grow too ſawcy, dnd 
not keep his Diſtance from good Aear, or (it cloſe enough to neſty 
Drink, 'or come over for or againſt the King, Turk or Pope, as 
the ſecret ///»k or Tip, or more open commanding Nod ſhall di- 
ref him ; kis Hams beent ſupple enongh, nor Com-kick-me writ 
ſo legibly as it ought to be on his Forehead ;, and if ſuch an Exper;- 
| ment ſhould be try'd, hed hardly have the Civikry of a French- 
Oſtler, to make no other Reparree, but your humble Servant. 
But all this you ſhall have ſome /pirt at the very mention of, and 
aſſure ye gravely that a fir of Goodneſs is come upon em, and 
they have an extraordinary'Call to Reform the Clergy, which they 
are ſatisfied they can and will do, better than all the Biſhops in 
England. Which how conſcientiouſly they have perforn?d would 
ſoon appear upon an exa& Scrwtiny, and even without that by a 
mans ordinary obſervation, it being impothble but he muſt have 
found, if any ways acquainted ' with the World, Tex of theſe 
_ Sparks who have endeavoured to Debauch thePar/on, to one who 
Sth ento form him. HO LUN are 0 etty ſure themſelves. 
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* . . Notto be told of their oz» Faults, when they have thus. Torgue- 
peed thoſe whoſe D-ry tis to do it, This is the Re/peft the En- 
iſh have for their Clergy, ( to ſay nothing of Simomiacal Con- 
trats, which are yet fowler ) this is the civil Treatinent they 
meer with,” and that Ten4re on which they often'enjoy what ſhoul:] 
be their Free-holds as mnch, and more thane re a piece of ground 

the Patron has, is his. Nor will there ever be wanting ſome-zee 

Clark or other to fill up a Yacency ,on ſuch Terms, when before 
. a: arved into ſlavery. Nor caft any tell where this growing 

chief willſtopunleſs ſome pxblick Remedy be provided for t,which, 
is things are, 1s not over-likely to be done. Nor is there any 
tion in the World, to onr Honour be it fpoker, which deſires 
thus to make their Clergy {/aves, but the Engliſh, uſurpirig an 
abſolute power over 'em, and by an unconditional decree, turning *em, 
whenever they pleaſe out of Houſe and home by the Caprice 
of one gle man, and he oftentimes none of the wiſeft, nor per- 
haps efteſt neither. A moſteffeQtual way to care the Cler- 
gy of their #r:de and ſmall Eftates together. 

, And thus have I endeavoured fairly to confider the uppermoſt 
objections which are brought againſt that venerable + Body of men, 
and if upon this laſt I've been a little more merry than the former, 
is to be partly evn with, them who often find ſo much mirth in 
laughing at thoſe whom they ought to reverence. I am not ſenſible 
I've advanc'd any thing kere which won't hold water, either fn 
Fat or Argument : 1f I have doneany ſuch thing, or wrong'd any 
' perſon Or party, I profeſs my ſelf not to have done it out of ma- 
lice, but ſhall be willing as ſoon as convincd to make em ſatisfatei- 
on ;, and for what may ſometimes appear ſevere,] have Tr»th to 
. bear meout, and I m ſure no manner of hatred to any of thoſe 1 


-- write againſt : Nor do I doubt butthe main of what is here laid 


together will ſtand firm and u7moveable, even tho' a Clubb of Fa- 
cobites, Atheiſts, Republicans, and Regicides ſhou'd lay their Heads 


together to anſwer It. S077 T7, 
4 _— "IP 
\* Pats, * 
NavBringt 
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